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Becky Paneitz, president 
of NorthWest Arkansas Com-
munity College, announced 
Wednesday the addition of a 
new free commuter bus route 
by Ozark Regional Transit that 
will serve the students, faculty 
and staff of the college. 

With funding provided by 
NWACC,  Rogers, Bentonville, 
Benton County and Washington 
county, ORT was able to add 
the new route and expand its 
service. “This is the beginning 
of a beautiful relationship,” 
said Phil Pumphrey, executive 
director of ORT. 

The NWACC Board of Trust-
ees recently approved a fee 
increase to provide the bus ser-
vice. Coleman Peterson, chair-
man of the Board, said, “This 
college was formed to provide 

easier access to a quality edu-
cation. It is important we take 
proactive steps. The right direc-
tion is the path we’re on.”

Kelly Henderson, president 
of the Student Ambassadors and 
Activities Board, told the audi-
ence she spent more on fuel last 

semester than on tuition and 
fees. “You have done a wonder-
ful service for us today,” she 
said as she turned to Paneitz. 

Bob McCaslin, mayor of 
Bentonville, described the new 
route as an important link for 
the region. “This effort was ex-
tra. Everyone stepped up. “ Mc-
Caslin said. 

This service is effective im-
mediately. Visit www.ozark.org 
to see the new route and other 
services provided by ORT.  

Bus riders must provide 
student or faculty/staff  when 
boarding the bus. IDs are avail-
able at NWACC’s Pauline 
Whitaker Library in Benton-
ville.

Paneitz has asked everyone to 
get the word out about the new 
service and welcomes e-mails 
with suggestions and comments 
on the new service. Her address 
is bpaneitz@nwacc.edu.
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Becky Paneitz, president of NorthWest Arkansas Community 
College, talked about the commitment officials in Benton and 
Washington counties are making to help students stay in col-
lege by partnering with Ozark Regional Transit for free rides on 
the express route to the NWACC.

Kelly Hender-
son, president 
of the Student 
Ambassadors 
and Activities 
Board, said that 
she spent more 
on gasoline 
than for her tu-
ition and books 
last semester.
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Coleman Peterson, chairman of the Board of Trustees, explained 
that the purpose of the college is to provide easier access to 
quality education. He said the free bus route is in keeping with 
that goal.
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Paneitz, center, heard opinions from college students, Matthew 
Daniels, left, and Kelly Henderson, second from left, about the 
new free bus route provided by Ozark Regional Transit.
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