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Definition
Ensuring students understand the core value of academic honesty is an overarching goal of all
faculty and staff at NWACC. Academic honesty means students do their own work and do not
represent others’ work as their own. To help clarify, the following principles defining academic
honesty from Charles Lipson‘s book, Doing Honest Work in College (University of Chicago Press,
2004, pg. 3) are provided:
―When you say you did the work yourself, you actually did it.
―When you rely on someone else‘s work, you cite it. When you use their
words, you quote them openly and accurately, and you cite them too.
Violations of Academic Honesty
Examples of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to the following:
1. Any alteration of grades or official records.
2. Using any materials that are not authorized by the instructor for use
during an examination.
3. Copying from another student‘s paper during an examination.
4. Collaborating during an examination with any other person by giving or
receiving information without specific permission of the instructor.
5. Stealing, buying, or otherwise obtaining information about an
examination not yet administered.
6. Any collaboration on laboratory work, take-home examinations,
homework, or other assigned work when instructed to work
independently.
7. Substituting for another person or permitting any other person to
substitute for oneself to take an examination. (Criminal
Misrepresentation/Cheating).
8. Submitting as one‘s own any theme, report, term paper, essay,
computer program, other written work, speech, painting, drawing, sculpture, or other
art work prepared totally or in part by another.

9. Submitting, without specific permission of the instructor, work that has
been previously offered for credit in another course.
10. Sabotage of another student‘s work.
11. Falsification or forgery of or on any College form or document.
12. Submission of altered or falsified data as experimental data from
laboratory projects, survey research, or other field research.
13. Any willful act of dishonesty that interferes with the operation of the
academic process.
14. Facilitating or assisting in any act of academic dishonesty.
15. Plagiarism (subsequently defined)
Plagiarism
Plagiarism results when a student presents the words or ideas of someone else as if they were
his/her own. If the words of someone other than the writer are reproduced without
acknowledgment of the source, or if someone else‘s ideas are paraphrased in such a way that
leads the reader to believe they originated with the writer, then plagiarism has occurred.
Plagiarism can be either intentional or unintentional. Intentional plagiarism is the knowing,
deliberate copying or downloading or buying of information with the intent of passing it off as
original with the writer. Intentional plagiarism is a very serious form of academic dishonesty
that can lead to suspension from the College. Unintentional plagiarism is the misrepresentation
of information through ignorance or carelessness. It is the responsibility of all Northwest
Arkansas Community College students to understand what plagiarism is, and to learn the
proper methods of documentation so as to avoid this form of academic dishonesty.
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