How to Identify and Find
Scholarly and/or Professional Resources
Although you can find useful information in general or popular resources, many instructors expect students to use
scholarly and/or professional resources for college-level research.

How can you determine if a resource is scholarly or professional? Evaluate sources to make
sure they meet most or all of the following criteria:
The author is typically a scholar, researcher or professional in the field. The author’s expertise is usually provided
and verifiable.
The writing style is usually scholarly, technical or formal. The author often uses terminology that requires some
familiarity with the subject or profession.
The intended audience is usually limited to scholars, professionals, and students in a particular field of study.
The resource is usually published by a college, university, academic press, professional association, or
commercial publisher specializing in scholarly or professional works. The publication process ensures the
information is more likely to be accurate, reliable and unbiased, and the methodology adheres to standards
established by the field of study or profession.
The resource contributes new information to the field of study. Examples include:
o Reports on original research or experimentation
o New theories, interpretations or criticism of existing ideas
o Reviews synthesizing multiple works or an area of study, often with implications for future research
o Reviews, criticism or commentary regarding other scholarly resources
The work usually includes a bibliography and/or footnotes crediting other scholarly sources.
The work is often “peer-reviewed” or “refereed.” This means it was reviewed independently by other experts in
the same field before being approved for publication.
Source information such as the author (or editor), title, publication date and publisher is provided. Without this
information, you cannot properly credit the source in your research paper or project.

Where can you find scholarly and professional resources?
The NWACC Library catalog and ebook collections are great places to search for scholarly books (print and
electronic) appropriate for academic research.
NWACC articles and reference databases include both scholarly and popular resources. Many databases offer an
option to limit search results to scholarly or peer-reviewed resources. (Note: Off-campus access is available via
the Library tab in My NWACC Connection.)
The Internet provides access to some scholarly resources—and lots of resources that do not meet standards
necessary for college-level research. Use the criteria above to determine whether or not a resource is scholarly
and consult your instructor to ensure it meets the requirements.

For expert research assistance, visit or contact the NWACC Library.
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