CREDO Reference Tutorial
Welcome to the NWACC Library’s Credo Reference tutorial.
Credo Reference is a subscription database containing full text access to hundreds of reference
books. Reference books include general and subject-specific encyclopedias, dictionaries, atlases,
thesauri—in other words, organized compilations of factual and statistical information, along
with concise overviews of a wide range of subjects. They can be a helpful place to begin
researching and refining your topic before delving into the more specialized treatment and
analysis characteristic of other source types like academic journals.
When you open Credo Reference, you’ll see a number of options. The basic search option is set
as default. To perform a search, type the term or terms you wish to find.
For example, here we’re performing a search for nuclear fusion. As you can see, we get 852
results. On the left side of the screen, you’ll find a number of ways to limit your search.
We can select from book articles about nuclear fusion, definitions of the term, biographies of
people central to the study of nuclear fusion, and many other types of entries.
Usually, the first result you’ll see is a Topic Page. This is not a full text entry from a book.
Instead, it’s a general overview designed to help the reader gain a basic understanding of the
subject.
The next results are entries from reference books. In this example, we see that the text comes
from the book Phillips Encyclopedia 2008. Note that each entry lists the number of words
included. This is because some entries, such as definitions from dictionaries, will be very short.
Others, from encyclopedias, will be considerably longer. This can help you choose which results
you wish to read.
To access the entry, simply click on its title. You can read it in its entirety and view images from
the entry. You can email, save, or print these entries. If you scroll to the bottom of the text, you
can select the citation style required for your class and Credo Reference will furnish your works
cited entry for you. Here’s a warning, though. Please check the citation for accuracy. Many
Library databases create citations, and they all include mistakes sometimes. It is your
responsibility to ensure that the citation you include in your assignment is correct.
Credo Reference also includes other useful search options.
Image Search allows you to find images from the full text reference books contained within the
database, including illustrations, photos, graphs, and charts. You may include these in your
assignments, but please remember to give proper credit to the creator of the graphic.
The Concept Map is a tool for brainstorming. Concept maps are visual representations of the
ways terms within a concept relate to one another. They can help you discover which words are

related to your topic and what each of those terms means. The concept map will be covered in
detail in another video tutorial.
We hope this lesson was helpful. For assistance with other databases, please visit the Library’s
Video Tutorials page available at nwacc.edu/library or on the NWACC Library’s YouTube
channel. If you need further help, please contact a reference librarian in person at the Library,
located on the first floor in Burns Hall, by phone at 479-619-4244, or by emailing
library@nwacc.edu.

