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NWACC serves students in need but has its own needs

Food Pantry Hours: 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Th ursday and 

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Friday.  
If anyone is in need or if making donations, 

come during these hours.

The demand for NorthWest Ar-
kansas Community College’s food 
pantry has grown, along with the 
needs of its student body, through 
the years. 

Serving 200 individuals per 
month, the food pantry provides op-
tions to fi t individuals’ needs. The 
pantry serves options such as low or 
sugar-free for diabetics, gluten-free, 
as well as vegan-friendly meals. 
The food pantry is in need of dona-
tions. 

Becky Hudson, director of 
Student Life who oversees the 
NWACC’s food pantry, said, “Do-
nations are always a concern. We 
are serving more persons every 
year. It is getting more diffi cult to 
maintain. However, we have al-
ways been able to [operate] from 
donations of NWACC’s students 
or employees. Everyone is always 
very generous when sending out the 
requests for donations.” 

Recent changes at the food pantry 
include switching to an online sup-
port structure. The new online sys-
tem helps maintain data  effi ciently. 

“Everything is running smoothly 
so no operational changes are need-
ed. Now that [we] have a fridge and 
freezer, future plans may include an 
ample supply of fresh and healthier 
food options,” Hudson said. 

Julien Chandler, physical thera-
py major who donates to the food 
pantry, said, “More people should 
come if they need it and to not be 
afraid of what others think.” 

Chandler said she believes the 
food pantry is amazing because it 
provides college students in need.

NWACC Ready 
for COVID19

President Jorgenson convened 
a response taskforce to coordinate 
activities promoting health and well-
being on campus in preparation for 
the possible spread of coronavirus, 
according to the notes from the 
president. 

Food Sales Banned 
at the College

Because of virus-related concerns, 
NWACC has banned the selling of 
food by clubs and departments on 
campus for fundraising purposes. 

If a food sale is already scheduled, 
it will take place. The ban concerns 
future sells at this time.

Music Club Food Drive 
set for March 16, 17

The Music Club will hold an Animal 
Shelter Food and Supplies Drive from 
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. on March 16 and 17. 
They will be collecting dry dog and 
cat food, cat litter, bleach and laundry 
detergent. 
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Friendly Food Pantry Reminder
Zayne Oliphant
Staff Writer
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Heather Opeza, pantry work-study, and Juilien Chandler, both, Physical Therapy Assistant majors, handle donations at the 
NWACC food pantry. The food pantry is located at the Student Information desk in the Student Center.
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MISSION 
STATEMENT

Eagle View Seeks 
Staff  Members

Eagle View, the student 
newspaper is looking for staff 
members, including reporters, 
photographers, copy editors, 
graphic designers, web/social 
media editors, distributors, and 
advertising sales representa-
tives. 

The fi rst issue of Fall 2020 
publishes in mid August and 
staff meetings are held at 
noon every Thursday in the 
newsroom, room 1021 in Burns 
Hall. Those interested in joining 
should contact the editor as 
soon as possible for planning at 
eagleview@nwacc.edu.

Golden Eagle 
Nods Due

Nominations for the Golden 
Eagle award are due March 20. 
To submit a nomination, use the 
online form under the Student 
Services section of the NWACC 
website. For more info, email 
rjohns@nwacc.edu.

Book Club 
Continues

NWACC Book Club will be 
reading “Little Fires Every-
where” by Celeste Ng in the 
month of March. The meeting 
will be held from 2- 3 p.m. on 
March 31 in BH 2243. For more 
information, email schesne@
nwacc.edu.

Health Professions 
Holds Info Session

NWACC Health Professions 
will hold an information ses-
sion covering the Respiratory 
Therapy program from 1 - 3 
p.m. on March 31 in CHP 3015. 
No appt necessary. 

2020 Census 
is Coming

By April 1, the 2020 census 
should be sent through the mail 
to every US resident. Respond 
to the census by mail, phone, 
or online. Everyone living in 
the United States is required to 
respond to the census. There 

will not be a question on the 
topic of citizenship on the 2020 
census.

NTSO Club to Host 
Guest Speakers

NTSO club will be host-
ing guest speakers to assist 
students in stress management 
and test anxiety on Thursday, 
April 2 from 12 - 1 p.m. in SC 
108. All students are invited to 
attend, free of charge. 

Donations Needed 
for Student Week

NWACC is looking for faculty 
and staff to volunteer there time 
or donate non-perishables for 
Student Appreciation Week. 
Food donations must be 
pre-packed and individually 
wrapped. Donations are due by 
April 13. For more information, 
email slinn1@nwacc.edu.

Mindful Group 
Holds Sessions

The Mindfulness Group 
holds weekly sessions from 
12 - 12:30 p.m. on Tuesdays in 
the Counseling and Wellness 
Center, second fl oor of the Stu-
dent Center. The group offers 
meditation, breathing and yoga. 
For more information, email 
htodd1@nwacc.edu.

Speech & 
Debate Meet

NWACC Speech and Debate 
Club is looking for members. 
Meeting are held from 11 a.m. - 
1:30 p.m. on Fridays in BH 2239. 

NWACC Hits 
the News

NWACC was in the news on 
the following topics recently: 
NWACC Approved to Form 
Cross Country Team and Vest 
Appointed to the NWACC Board 
in local media like NWA Demo-
crat Gazette and FOX24. 

• • •
To submit a news item or an 

event to the Eagle View, email 
a brief description of the event 
including the time, date, place 
and contact information, to 
eagleview@nwacc.edu.
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Chanel Mora, English major, auditions for a role in front of the 
Theater Directing class in the White Auditorium on Thursday, 
Feb. 20.

 Emergency fi nancial assis-
tance is available to students 
at NorthWest Arkansas Com-
munity College. Two fi nan-
cial assistance opportunities 
for students at NWACC in-
clude the Honoring NWACC 
Retirees Scholarship and the 
Emergency Loan Fund. 

The Honoring NWACC 
Retirees Scholarship is avail-
able to students who demon-
strate fi nancial need. This 
scholarship has a maximum 
reward of $150 depending 
on the availability of funds. 
Students should contact their 
advisor, faculty member or 
dean if they are in need of 
assistance, according to Jus-
tin White, executive director 
of Enrollment Support ser-
vices. 

Employees can contact 

Lindsey White, executive as-
sistant of the NWACC Board 
of Trustees, in the Offi ce of 
the President. She said, if 
employees think they have a 
student in need of fi nancial 
assistance, submit a request. 
When submitting the request, 
employees should include 
the amount needed and the 
student’s ID number. With 
approval from the President’s 
offi ce and the Treasurer’s 
offi ce, the award would be 
transferred to the students ac-
count.

The scholarship started last 
summer and has awarded six 
students so far. White said 
this opportunity was made 
available to students through 
a suggestion from a retiring 
faculty member. The faculty 
member suggested that in-
stead of retirees receiving a 
gift, the money which would 
be spent to purchase a gift 
should be placed into a schol-

arship fund for students.
The Emergency Loan Fund 

provides students who are in 
immediate need of fi nancial 
assistance with limited, inter-
est-free, short-term emergen-
cy loans. To be eligible for 
this loan a student must be 
enrolled in a minimum of six 
credit hours, maintain a 2.0 
cumulative GPA, be able to 
demonstrate the ability to re-
pay the amount borrowed and 
not have any active NWACC 
fi nancial holds, according to 
Regina Johns, vice president 
of Student Services. 

The loan was intended for 
unexpected situations that 
were unlikely to occur again. 
The maximum amount of the 
award is $300. The Emer-
gency Loan Fund will be is-
sued at the discretion of an 
anonymous Emergency Loan 
Committee within Student 
Services and will be based on 
their judgment to assess the 

individual’s immediate need, 
said Johns. 

Only one loan can be 
awarded per semester for 
each student and loans are 
subject to availability and are 
issued on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
serve basis. 

Students who have a  need 
should send a brief explana-
tion of their emergency need 
to emergencyloan@nwacc.
edu from their NWACC 
email account. Upon receipt, 
the student will be sent the 
qualifying criteria and appli-
cation questions. 

NWACC student services 
employees said they under-
stand that there are emergen-
cy situations that can affect a 
student’s ability to continue 
their education. 

Johns said this fund was 
made in order to overcome 
unexpected emergencies that 
can hinder a student’s educa-
tion.

Thanai Hill
Staff Writer

NWACC Off ers Emergency 
Financial Assistance

(Above) Left to 
right: Jace Bridges; 
Damian Dena; Chris 
Hutchings, Hanna 
Maggard, theatre 
major; Basia Berner, 
undeclared major; 
Jose Barroso, fi ne 
arts theater ma-
jor; Gracelynn L. 
Pearson, undeclared 
major, participate 
in auditions for the 
upcoming student 
theater production. 

Photos by Nathan Sitton
Edith Gonzalez, computer science major, auditions for a role in front 
of the Theatre Directing class on Thursday, Feb. 20, in the White 
Auditorium.

Basia Berner, undeclared major, Gracelynn L. Pearson, undeclared major, Hanna Maggard, theatre 
major, Chris Hutchings, theatre major, Jose Barroso, fi ne ars theater major, attend the autions for their 
theatre directing class in the White Auditorium on Thursday, Feb. 20.

Oh....The Drama



Over the last few years, 
Northwest Arkansas has de-
veloped into a cycling hub 
for people across the country. 
With courses ranging from 
mountain bike trails to BMX 
freestyle, there are over 36 
miles of a paved bike trails-- 
the backbone for all cycling 
in the region. 

In Bentonville, Bella Vista, 
Rogers, Springdale and Fay-
etteville, there are four bike 
parks, one BMX race track 
and many trails throughout 
the seven cities. Cycling in 
NWA gives opportunities to 
people of all ages, experience 
levels and strengths.

Walton Foundation and OZ 
Trails are key players in the 
development of such ame-
nities. Building trails along 
with bike parks, OZ Trails 
played a big role in making 
Northwest Arkansas a cy-
cling community. Bike parks 
like The Railyard Bike Park 
in Rogers, The Runway Bike 
Park in Springdale, or bike 
trails like Back 40, Coler, 
Slaughter Pen and many 
more are due to OZ Trails. 

Rapha, a cycling brand 
originally from London is 
moving its North American 
headquarters from Portland, 
Oregon to Bentonville due to 
the Walton Foundation and 
bicycle boom in Northwest 
Arkansas, according to Bike-
Portland. 

Cycling federations and 
organizations like Union Cy-

cliste International and Red 
Bull are taking full advan-
tage of these opportunities. 
In 2019, UCI chose Fayette-
ville as the destination for the 
2022 UCI Cyclocross World 
Final. It was the second time 
the race has been in the Unit-
ed States. 

Local bike organizations 
like All Bikes All Day, Bike 
Bentonville, Bike Rogers, 
Bike Fayetteville and Bike 
Springdale are taking ad-
vantage and creating rides 
per city, dedicating an entire 
day to an all-encompassed 
cycling event called “Open 
Streets.”

In April, The Jones Center 
for Families in Springdale 
will be hosting the Red Bull 
Pump Track World Champi-
onship Qualifi er. On March 
24, the Jones Center will also 
hold a Spring Break bike par-
ty from 12 - 5 p.m.

Other parts of Arkansas 
are taking cycling ideas and 
adapting them to their own 
area. Last month, North Little 
Rock Parks and Recreation 
Commission was approached 
by cycling enthusiasts to put 
a pump track in Burns Park, 
according to the Northwest 
Arkansas Democratic Ga-
zette. 

Owner of Ozark Bike Shop 
in Rogers Joe Staire has seen 
the NWA cycling commu-
nity grow from low-key to 
a biking mecca. “Seeing the 
cycling community grow, 
it’s hard to fathom. Years 
ago you had to fi ght for cy-
cling’s existence- now, not so 
much,” Staire said. 

According to popular belief 
in the average relationship 
takes approximately 48 months 
for your ‘representative’ to take 
a back seat.  In two years, 

you and your signifi cant other 
should have embarked on 
several of life’s more cumber-
some obstacles.  

During this time you’ll get 

the opportunity to access how 
the other person handle ad-
verse circumstances and their 
level of accountability when 
things go wrong. 

You’ll also be able to learn 

their personality, sort through 
pet peeves, things you can 
only uncover through time and 
interaction.   

I think anyone moving in 
together before experiencing 
their signifi cant other for two 
years or more is doing a great 
disservice to themselves and 
their relationship.  I mean if 
you’re going to ‘be together 
forever’ anyways, what’s 
another 6-12 months?

HOW LONG SHOULD YOU 
DATE SOMEONE BEFORE 
YOU MOVE IN TOGETHER?

We would love to hear 
your thoughts on this subject 
-   Submit your answers and 
future topics/questions to:  
nwacc.eagleview@nwacc.edu

Dedication to a passion 
for helping others drives 
Michelle Garcia-Martinez 
to fi ght through mounting 
struggles to pursue a Nursing 
Degree with an ultimate goal 
of being a Nurse Practitioner. 

Garcia-Martinez is a Fresh-
man at NorthWest Arkansas 
Community College in her 
second semester. Displaying 
a radiant smile and leading 
discussions in a friendly, in-
tuitive manner, Garcia-Mar-
tinez makes being a fi rst-gen-
eration Latina honors student 
and President’s list recipient 
look easy. Still, the reality is 
her success isn’t as simple as 
it appears at fi rst glance.

According to Garcia-Mar-
tinez, her day starts between 
6 and 6:30 a.m. Monday - 
Friday. “I have classes that 
are within two to three hours 
after I wake up. I person-
ally don’t give myself time 
to sleep in in the mornings. I 
get up, eat my breakfast, do 
whatever makes me not smell 
worse and leave,” Garcia-
Martinez said. 

Garcia-Martinez’s parents 
are her transportation to and 
from NWACC. “I always 
have the struggle of [need-
ing] to manage my time 
better. I can not make them 
late for work, and I can not 
make myself late for class,” 
Garcia-Martinez said. She 
is working towards getting 
her driver’s license to make 
transportation easier for her 
and her family. 

Garcia-Martinez is cur-
rently taking three classes, 

but one of them, Anatomy 
and Physiology, is an accel-
erated course. An accelerated 
course is condensed from 16 
weeks to eight. The decision 
to take an accelerated course 
has increased Garcia-Marti-
nez’s anxiety level; however, 
she hasn’t given up. 

“I am very fortunate so far 
this semester to have only 
one class that has given me 
any form of stress that I felt 
like I could not handle,” Gar-
cia-Martinez said. 

She knows that if she falls 
behind in that course, she will 
not have the time to catch up. 
“For the longest time, [my 
schedule] has defi nitely put 
me in this slump where I have 
felt like these giant weights 
were just on my shoulders,” 
Garcia-Martinez says. 

One signifi cant accom-
plishment of her semester has 
been creating a study plan al-
lowing her to balance all of 
her classes while maintaining 
a sense of herself. Garcia-
Martinez says that she has 
to give 100 percent to every 
class or she will stress herself 
out and have a lot of anxiety. 

A typical weekend in Gar-
cia-Martinez’s life would be 
to wake up, eat breakfast, 
then work on copying half 
of her A and P notes. Garcia-
Martinez said that she has 
presentations to copy that 
are over 120 pages long. She 
can’t do all of that in one 
sitting. Instead, she breaks 
it down   doing half in the 
morning, taking a two-hour 
break, and then prioritizing 
if she needs to work on the 
other half or one of her other 
classes before her next two-
hour break. 

“The most important thing 

of having that [break] time is 
that you are thinking of noth-
ing else. You’re not thinking 
about the next assignment, 
you’re not thinking about 
the assignment you just com-
pleted, and you’re not think-
ing about the assignments 
you’re going to do next. You 
don’t think about that stuff,”  
Garcia-Martinez said. “There 
is no issue with taking a 
break. Giving myself breaks 
helps me physically and puts 
me in a proper frame of mind 
to analyze what I need to do, 
how I need to do it, and how 
I get there.” She then fi nishes 
the day with a third study ses-
sion.

Garcia-Martinez said she 
had a lot of anxiety about en-
rolling at NWACC from the 
start. Right after graduating 
from high school, Garcia-
Martinez’s confi dence level 
hit an all-time low. She was 
burned out from studying and 
said she felt like she should 
know what she wanted to do 
with her life when she didn’t. 

“I had no motivation for 
going back to school after 
graduating. It got to where I 
genuinely did not know what 
I wanted to do with my life.” 

Worried about where her 
mental state would have end-
ed up had she gone straight 
into university, Garcia-Mar-
tinez explored other options 
with her parents. They looked 
into other forms of educa-
tion and ultimately decided 
she should enroll at a trade 
school to get a quick certifi -
cation as a Nursing Assistant. 
However, Garcia-Martinez 
said this was not a realistic 
option. During her time in 
training, she had mandatory 
on-site volunteer work at a 

small medical facility. 
“One of the fi rst things 

that I noticed right off the 
bat is that if I was going to 
go down this career, I had to 
prepare myself to be worked 
until I had no energy left and 
then be expected to do more 
work,” Garcia-Martinez said. 

During her time volunteer-
ing, Garcia-Martinez dealt 
with a sexual harassment sit-
uation with one of her super-
visors. This situation “ended 
up changing the way I saw 
the career I wanted to go into; 
it changed the reality of my 
situation. This was potential-
ly putting me in a situation 
that I would never recover 
from,” Garcia-Martinez said. 

The situation at the trade 
school had turned potentially 
dangerous, and a decision 
needed to be made about 
Garcia-Martinez’s education 
prospects. Garcia-Martinez 
said it took a long time for 
her to come to terms with the 
understanding that the situa-
tion was not her fault and that 
perhaps there was a purpose 
to what had happened. 

“This was not supposed 
to stop me, and it will never 
stop me,” Garcia-Martinez 
said. 

It took overcoming the 
obstacles that she faced for 
Garcia-Martinez to realize 
becoming a nurse was some-
thing she wanted to do no 
matter what. After that real-
ization, Garcia-Martinez said 
it didn’t take too long for her 
to see NWACC as not only a 
safe school, but also a fi nan-
cially secure option. All that 
was left was working up the 
courage to apply.
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How To Submit Letters
To submit a letter to the editor, 

go to the NWACC website at 
www.nwacc.edu. Go to the 
‘Campus Life’ tab, click ‘Student 
Newspaper’. Then scroll down 
to the ‘Letters to the Editor’. 
Letters should be 300 words or 
less and must be signed with 
author’s name, relationship to 

college (student, faculty, staff) 
and department or major. Eagle 
View reserves the right to edit 
letters for libel, clarity and space 
constraints. Anonymous letters 
will not be published. Letters do 
not refl ect the views of the Eagle 
View newspaper or NorthWest 
Arkansas Community College. 

Eagle View Wants 
To Hear From You!

L
e
tt

e
r 

to
 t

h
e
 E

d
it

o
r

Dear Editor,
With the possibility of 

the United States hav-
ing a pandemic, does the 
school have a “plan b” so 
students would be able to 
complete courses from 
home? 

My fear is that the 
school would take the 
same stance for a pan-

demic as they do for bad 
weather and wait until the 
11th hour to make a plan. 
I just know that this sub-
ject is something a lot of 
students may be thinking 
about. (Coronavirus)

Sincerely,
Daniel Bettencourt
Construction 
Technologies

Student Fears 
COVID19

Cycling of NWA

A Day in the Life of 
Michelle Garcia-Martinez

Arthur Anders
Staff Writer

Shonna Enzio
Staff Writer
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WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE PART OF THE 
SPRING ARTS AND CULTURE FESTIVAL?

(Attended “Vex”ing Vi-
sions) I loved the inter-
action. You weren’t just 
sitting in there watching 
someone play with the 
robots, you got to play 
with them yourself. 

- Amelia Bradley,
Undecided

(Attended “Vex”ing 
Visions) It was a lot 
of fun to get to play 
around. Sometimes 
the robots would act 
weird and it was funny 
to watch them. 

- Lily Fairchild,
Business

(Attended Nar-
rating a Native 
American Life) 

It made me 
proud to be a 
Cherokee. I 
enjoyed it. 

- Peter Gall,
Business

(Attended Narrating a 
Native American Life and 

NWACC Bookclub) The 
amount of interaction I 

had with the speakers 
and the new people I met 

through SACF was my 
favorite thing. 

- Giovanni Montejano,
Psychology Education

(Attended 
“Vex”ing Vi-

sions) Learned 
new things and 

really enjoyed the 
interaction. 

- Diego Aguilar,
Arts
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Photos by Caroline Lossing
Crowds wait outside the doors at the museum at the opening of the Momentary in Bentonville.

Denise Romero and PJ Wade sit on the bench and look at the art at the opening 
of the Momentary in Bentonville.

Baristas’ prepare coffee for the guests at the Onyx located inside the Momentary at the 
opening of the museum in Bentonville.

(Above) The Momentary 
opened on Feb. 22 at SE E 
street in Bentonville. 

(Left) Jody Kuehners’ “Ditch” 
displayed at the momentary at 
the opening of the museum in 
Bentonville

(Right) Imogen Ha stares at “In 
an Effort to be Held” by Kellie 
Romany at the opening of the 
Momentary in SE E street in 
Bentonville.

Suchitra Mattai’s “Exodus” is presented for the public at the opening of the Momentary 
in Bentonville.

The Hispanic Women’s 
Organization of Arkansas 
Scholarship, offers Hispanic 
students the chance to obtain 
a higher education; most of 
them being the fi rst ones in 
their family to go to college. 
The scholarship awards His-
panic students of Arkansas 
between $500 to $5000. The 
deadline for this scholarship 
is April 3, 2020.

Since 2000 the scholar-
ship has awarded 448 re-
cipients, who are mostly 
fi rst generation college stu-
dents, who attend a college 
in Arkansas according to the 
HWOA website. Their goal 
for the scholarship is to in-
crease the number of His-
panic students who attend 
college and graduate with 
higher education degrees, 
according to the application 
page.

The qualifi cations of the 
scholarship include having 
to attend a college or insti-
tution in the state of Arkan-
sas. One of the recipients’ 
parents must be Hispanic. 
Eligibility for the scholar-
ship states recipients must 
have obtained a high school 
diploma or a GED from 
schools in Arkansas. 

All accredited technical 
colleges and universities 
in Arkansas apply to the 
HWOA scholarship. Recipi-
ents of the scholarship must 
be able to attend the Cinco 
de Mayo Festival at the 
Jones Center in Springdale 
on May 2, 2020.

The requirements of the 
scholarship, according to 
the HWOA’s application 
page, states that the recipi-
ents must state their Hispan-
ic heritage. 

There is a 750-word es-
say required to describe 
educational goals, why the 
recipient is deserving, fam-
ily history, experiences that 

helped infl uence what they 
want to study, leadership 
roles and future leadership, 
community service and fam-
ily responsibilities. 

Students must have an of-
fi cial transcript from their 
high schools. 

Financial aid help is pro-
vided. Students must have 
an acceptance letter, ap-
pointment with a school ad-
visor or proof of enrollment 
at technical/trade schools 
and colleges/universities of 
their choice. 

Work experience is re-
quired with a resume. Stu-
dents must have a picture 
that is recent. 

Students must have two 
letters of reference from 
teachers, employers, coun-
selors, pastors or family 
friends.

The HWOA scholarship 
will be awarded to recipients 
during the Cinco de Mayo 
Festival. Recipients must ar-
rive at 5:30 p.m. and check 
in at the HWOA booth.  

Still, in 2019 the state of 
Arkansas went further by in-
troducing House Bill 1399, 
Act 653, signed into law by 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson to pro-
hibit state funding of certain 
types of research involving 
human embryos.

The bill states that no 
public funds may be used to 
“fi nance human cloning or 
destructive embryo research, 
including destructive embry-
onic stem cell research”.  In 
the text of the bill, the Gen-
eral Assembly fi nds that the 
exploitation and destruction 
of human life are to be con-
demned on the moral ground 
of a “disrespect for a human 
life.”

In 2003, the Arkansas 
Legislature passed Senate 
Bill 185, Act 607 “AN ACT 
TO PROHIBIT HUMAN 
CLONING; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES.”  This 
law prohibited the sale, pur-
chase or transportation of hu-
man clones within the state, 
according to The New Atlan-
tis Journal of Technology & 
Society.

Modeled on the federal 
Brownback/Landrieu clon-

ing bill, this legislation for-
bids any person to “perform 
or attempt to perform hu-
man cloning,” or participate 
in such an attempt.  In this 
legislation, human cloning 
is defi ned as “human asexual 
reproduction, accomplished 
by introduction the genetic 
material from one (1) or more 
human somatic cells into a 
fertilized or unfertilized oo-
cyte whose nuclear material 
has been removed or inacti-
vated so as to produce a liv-
ing organism, at any stage of 
development, that is geneti-
cally virtually identical to an 
existing or previously exist-
ing human organism.”

Human cloning activity 
or participation carried the 
penalty of a class C felony.  
To ship, transfer or receive 
specifi c human genetic ma-
terial carried a class A mis-
demeanor.  In addition, 
penalties could include a 
minimum fi ne of $250,000 or 
twice the pecuniary gain that 
is received by the person or 
entity, whichever is greater. 
Specifi ed scientifi c research 
exemption was enumerated.

The bill went on to say 
the research and develop-
ment of therapeutic cloning 
and the process of “ethically 
obtain[ing] adult stem cells 

has contributed valuable 
therapeutic advancements 
and improved patient care.” 
The bill further explained 
that harvesting human egg 
cells creates “signifi cant 
health risks” and “contrib-
utes to the commoditization 
and exploitation of women.” 
Failure to comply is a class 
A misdemeanor, subject to a 
civil penalty of $1,000 and 
the risk of their professional 
license- denied or revoked.

Exceptions to HB 1399’s 
prohibitions include in vitro 
fertilization and accompany-
ing embryo transfer to the 
body of a woman. Adminis-
tration of fertility-enhancing 
drugs is permitted.

“Research in the use of nu-
clear transfer or other clon-
ing techniques to produce 
molecules, deoxyribonucleic 
acid, cells other than human 
embryos, tissues, organs, 
plants, or animals other than 
human” is permitted.  “Any 
diagnostic procedure that 
benefi ts the human embryo 
subject to destructive tests 
while not imposing risks 
greater than those considered 
acceptable for other human 
research subjects,” according 
to the bill.

HWOA’s Off ers First 
Student Scholarship

First the Act, 
Th en the Funding

Living in the Moment

Adam Bubniak
Staff Writer

Don Olson
Staff Writer
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Students and residents in 
Benton County participated 
in the Super Tuesday polls on 
March 3 to decide local and 
national elections.  

For a lot of people, it was 
their fi rst time voting. Some 
would say it is the most im-
portant time to be voting. 
Alex Estrada, Communica-
tions major, said he will try 
his best to vote as much as he 
can to show how important it 
can be in the long-run. 

“In the past [voting] was 
not too important, but now 
that I have a voice, it matters 
more. I hope we change for 
the better,” Estrada said.

Debora Boyle works at 
Wal Mart and was volunteer-
ing at the Shewmaker Center 
on Tuesday.  Her job was to 
make sure the voting process 

went smoothly and that no 
problems arose. “People are 
happy and cheerful to come 
vote [today]. A lot of people 
are very perceptive of the 
voting process…It’s been 
very smooth and a pretty qui-
et voting place.”

March 3 was the last day 
for US-registered voters to 
participate in voting for lo-
cal elections such as Benton 
County Circuit Judge and 
Justice of the Peace districts 
2, 5, 6, 7 and 10, as well as 
who is going to be running 
against current president 
Donald Trump in the presi-
dential election held in No-
vember.  

Community members who 
chose to participate in the 
Benton County polls could 
vote anytime from 7:30 a.m. 
- 7:30 p.m. at the Church 
of Christ in Bentonville or 
Bella Vista, Benton County 
Fairgrounds, Bentonville 
First Presbyterian Church, 
C7 Church, First Landmark 

Baptist Church, NorthWest 
Arkansas Community Col-
lege’s Shewmaker Center 
and more.

The more than Democrat-
ic candidates for president 
have narrowed down to just 
Vice President Joe Biden 
and Senator Bernie Sanders. 
Republican candidates are 
President Donald Trump and 
William Weld. This year’s 
primary candidates have dif-
ferent views on many of the 
larger issues.  

“I hope we give more mon-
ey to climate change. There is 
a lot of funding for the mili-
tary and space, but we could 
use that money for educa-
tion or to fi x climate change, 
which is a very big problem 
for me and others,” Estrada 
said.  

The Arkansas primary re-
sults are as follows: Biden 
won 74 out of 75 Arkansas 
counties; Washington County 
going to Sanders. Biden took 
the Arkansas delegates.

Former Democratic presi-
dential hopeful and former 
mayor of New York Mike 
Bloomberg visited Record 
in Bentonville at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Feb. 27, in an at-
tempt to rally the Northwest 
Arkansas region behind his 
campaign, with over a thou-
sand guests on-site. 

Bloomberg offi cially 
dropped out of the race on 
March 4, following his sec-
ond to last delegate count of 
110 during Super Tuesday. 
He has since endorsed for-
mer Vice President and 2020 
presidential candidate Joe 
Biden in the election. 

During his rally in NWA, 
Bloomberg said it was great 
to be in Bentonville where 
one of the most “remarkable 
businesses” in America was 
founded. “Of course, I’m 
talking about the Three Dog 
Bakery, the fi rst bakery for 
dogs,” he said. 

He fi rst addressed the 
crowd about Donald Trump’s 
“failure to prepare” for the 
coronavirus, which is “crip-
pling our ability to respond 
when it’s at [our] door-
step,” he said. As of Feb. 27, 
Bloomberg said the stock 
market dropped another 4% 
and “people really are wor-
ried.” 

“In times like this we really 
need calm, proven leadership 
in the White House, and we 
need somebody who has led 
during a crisis and believes 
in science, and who invests 
in prevention and prepara-
tion, who listens to experts,” 

Bloomberg said, which was 
followed by heavy applause 
from the crowd. He contin-
ued to speak on global and 
national pandemics and the 
importance of being proac-
tive in such situations. 

“It’s not waiting until the 
last minute and saying, ‘Oh 
I’m gonna cuff it. You just 
can’t; our lives are too impor-
tant for that. . . If it happens 
overseas, we can’t just throw 
our hands up in the air. It’s 
gonna get here. . . We need 
a president, I think, who will 
make protecting the health 
of the American people their 
number one priority at all 
times and I can only promise 
you, that’s the kind of presi-
dent I will be,” he said.  

This was the third time 
Bloomberg had visited 
Arkansas in the past few 
months, because the state 
was an “important priority” 
in his campaign. His support-
ers held 22 campaign offi ces 
across the state, including 
one between Maxine’s Tap 
Room and Hugos, two bars 
located in Fayetteville. “If 
President Trump isn’t driving 
us all crazy, he certainly can 
drive us to drink,” he said.

Bloomberg said he spent 
a lot of time in southern 
states like Arkansas where 
“Democratic candidates used 
to win” and he believed the 
Democrats could win them 
again if politicians showed 
up, listened and invested. 
“That’s what [I’m] doing,” 
he said. 

Even though early voting 
was open in Arkansas dur-
ing the rally, Bloomberg said 
the fi ght wasn’t over. “[We] 
need you to bring your family 

and your friends to the polls, 
too. And bring grandma and 
grandpa, bring your nieces 
and nephews, bring every-
one. You can even bring one 
of those penguins from 21C,” 
he said. 

Bloomberg said his cam-
paign could be described 
as a “campaign for change, 
a campaign for sanity, for 
honesty, a campaign for in-
clusion, and a campaign for 
human decency.” Acknowl-
edged special guest John 
Burkhalter, former Arkan-
sas Highway commissioner, 
shared his endorsement of 
Bloomberg while attending 
and speaking at the rally. 

Burkhalter said he 
“endorse[d] Mike Bloom-
berg,” who was “going to 
be the next President of the 
United States.” He added he 
believed Bloomberg is the 
right guy because “[we] bet-
ter understand people who 
we admire and [we] have a 
lot in common with.” Bur-
khalter and Bloomberg are 
both businessmen who built 
their own from very little, he 
said. 

Bloomberg closed his rally 
with a call-out to the audi-
ence for support. Bloomberg 
said if voters want someone 
who will advocate quality 
health insurance for every-
one, combat inequality with 
fair taxes and better jobs, 
support commitment to qual-
ity education, believe in op-
portunity for all and defend 
the Constitution, Bloomberg 
was their candidate. 

During Bloomberg’s con-
cession speech on March 4, 
he said, “I entered the race 
for president to defeat Don-

ald Trump and today I am 
leaving the race for the same 
reason. . . because staying in 
would make it more diffi cult 
to achieve that goal.” 

“I’ve always believed that 
defeating Donald Trump 
starts with uniting behind a 
candidate with the best shot 
to do it and after yesterday’s 
vote it is clear that candi-
date is my friend and a great 
American, Joe Biden,” he 
said. 

Bloomberg grew up mid-
dle-class outside of Boston 
and worked his way through 
John Hopkins University and 
Harvard Business School as a 
parking lot attendant and by 
taking out government loans, 
according to his campaign 
“About Mike” page on the 
offi cial website. 

After being laid off in 
1981, Bloomberg launched 
as an entrepreneur, creating 
his own network and infor-
mation database to “democ-
ratize fi nancial information, 
empowering investors and 
smaller fi rms and result in 
dramatically improved re-
turns for pensioners and re-
tirees,” his website biogra-
phy said. 

Other candidates have also 
visited Arkansas throughout 
the campaign season. Bernie 
Sanders attended WalMart 
Shareholders in June 2019. 
Beto O’Rouke visited Fay-
etteville and Little Rock in 
August 2019. Mosie Boyd, a 
Fort Smith local, spent much 
of her campaign in her home 
state. Amy Klobuchar and 
Elizabeth Warren both visit 
Little Rock close to Super 
Tuesday.

Super Tuesday in Benton County

Bloomberg’s Attempt to 
Rally Bentonville Fails

Mary Lou Hill
Staff Writer

Jewell Parnell
Managing Editor

Photos by Michaelle Ambrose
About 1,000 people attend the Mike Bloomberg rally on Feb. 27 at Record in downtown Bentonville.

Photo by Mary Lou Hill
Alex Estrada, communications 
major, poses with his “I Voted” 
sticker after voting March 3 at 
the Shewmaker Center for Work-
force Technologies at NorthWest 
Arkansas Community College in 
Bentonville.

(Above) Mayor Mike Bloomberg, former democratic candidate for 
president, talks about immigration reform, gun control, the Coronavi-
rus and many other topics on Feb. 27 at Record.

(Below) Mike Bloomberg waits to be introduced at his rally on Feb. 27 
at Record in Downtown Bentonville. 

Shewmaker Offers Easy Access to Voting for Students

SHE SNORES MORE
 THAN I DO, BUT I STILL 
LOVE MY HUMAN.

— BANDIT
   adopted 11-26-09



On March 2 - 4  at the Northwest 
Community College, in Burns Hall 
room 1106, artist Craig Colorusso,  pre-
sented one of two pieces, “CUBEMU-
SIC,” l helping to represent this year’s 
event theme of 20/20 vision.  NWACC 
chose this theme to help students open 
up their perspective and examine new 
ways of thinking and understanding.  

CUBEMUSIC is an installation in-
volving sound, light and sculpture.  The 
installation incorporates six 48  by 48 inch 
cubes made of  aluminum ,with  geomet-
ric shapes cut into them.  The cubes were 
accompanied by complementary music.  
Colorusso said he “chose aluminum to 
make the cubes because it is lightweight, 
durable and won’t rust.”  

Sound rises from the cubes and the 
lights glow through each cube in vary-
ing patterns casting shadows all over the 
room.  According to the Spring Arts and 
Culture page on the NWACC website, 
“each cube emanates a different light-
ing pattern from three sources as well 
as a different four-note chord swelling 
in volume.”  

“CUBEMUSIC” involves a guitar on 
continuous play that harmonizes with 
the light.  He chose a guitar to pair with 
this piece out of all instruments because, 
“it was the sound in my head when I 
saw the aluminum,” Colorusso said.  
“[The] environment [is] for one to enter 
and exit at will.  [The sound and light] 
coexist to help transform the space into 
CUBE MUSIC.”

Colorusso said he wants everyone 
who views this piece to be engulfed in 
the infi nite possibilities that it can bring.  
“The obvious dichotomy of CUBEMU-
SIC is light and dark but it could also be 
clarity and chaos,” Colorusso said.  He 
said he wants the moods to refl ect how 
he views his piece personally: with con-
templation and exploration.

Colorusso said he has always been 
interested in creative art and started 
practicing the guitar at 14.  He played 
in a few bands as well as toured but, “I 
wanted to do something more than play 
on stage,” Colorusso said.  

With CUBEMUSIC, Colorusso said, 
“It took a while to come together, but 
once the piece was what it was, every-
thing fell into place.  There has been a 
constant fi ne tuning along the way.  I’m 
surprised it took as long as it did to 
combine visual art with sound.  I dis-
tinctly remember being more infl uenced 

by paintings and sculptures that I liked 
than music.”

Madison Mayher, criminology major, 
went to visit Colorusso’s installation  
and had nothing but good things to say 
about it.  “It was really soulful.  I got to 
really dive into myself,” Mayher shared.

Colorusso was also  showing another 
one of his pieces, “Sun Boxes”.  Accord-
ing to the Spring Arts and Culture Festi-
val page on the NWACC website, “Sun 
Boxes is a sound installation created 
by artist Craig Colorusso comprised of 
twenty speakers operating independent-
ly, each powered by the sun via solar 
panels. There is a different loop set to 
play a guitar note in each box continu-
ously.”  

Colorusso explains the difference be-
tween the two installations, “CUBEMU-
SIC is my nighttime idea and Sun Box-
es is my daytime idea.  Oddly enough 
when I made CUBEMUSIC I spent 
most of my time at night and when Sun 
Boxes came together, I was spending 
most of my time during the day.”

Colorusso has shown CUBEMUSIC 
all over the country in prestigious muse-
ums such as Crystal Bridges, Delaware  
Art Museum, Pyramid Hill Sculpture 
Park, Quincy Art Center, Art Center 
Sarasota, Hampshire College and more.
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Robert Lewis shares his stories 
to students in March in 

White Auditorum located in Burns 
Hall on the NWACC Campus.   

Photo by Caroline Loosing 

C U B E I S M

Photo by Nathan Sitton 
Artist Craig Colorusso presents his Sun 
Boxes behind the Student Service Center 
(North Side Lawn) Mar. 2-4 in Burns Hall at 
Northwest Arkansas Community College.

At Spring Arts and Cul-
ture Festival, students had 
the opportunity to listen to 
storyteller Robert Lewis. 
Lewis talked about telling 
stories and passing those 
stories down to kids. Af-
ter the panel, he was asked 
how the stories that he told 
impacted younger stu-
dents. Lewis said, “I went 

to an alternative school, 
there was a girl that didn’t 
speak to anyone. I got the 
little girl up to the stage, 
singing and dancing. 
The administrators told 
me that they have never 
heard her speak. When 
I came back to tell more 
stories, I found out that 
she wanted to be a nurse 
because of my stories.”
Lewis also said he paints 
as a hobby. He said he 
“would be painting and 

then try to come up with 
a story that would go 
along with the painting. 
If it looks like a fi sh, it’s 
going to be a fi sh story 
or if it looks like a bear 
it would be a bear story.”
Lewis works for the Cher-
okee Nation as a school 
and community special-
ist and conducts outreach 
classes and services in art, 
culture, and storytelling. 
He has recorded 33 of his 
stories on Cherokee Na-
tion to preserve the stories 
that he has told throughout 
the years. Lewis is also an 
adjunct professor of art at 
Northeastern State Univer-
sity where he teaches class-
es in art and native crafts. 
Lewis has appeared on 
local television and ra-
dio programs to share the 
wisdom and beauty of na-
tive stories. As part of the 
Cherokee Nation cultural 
outreach program, he also 
travels the country to per-
form before a wide vari-
ety of native schools, col-
leges, museums, festivals 
and art market audiences.

Spring Sound and Silence

CROSS ROADS

Arthur Anders
Staff Writer

LatinX Theatre Project brought 
the live performance The Cross-
roads to Northwest Arkansas Com-
munity College’s Spring Arts and 
Culture Festival on Monday, March 
2 in White Auditorium. 

The ensemble included many 
Hispanic actors but also featured 
members of many other ethnici-
ties.  As a theatre program centered 
around bringing “a focus to the 
authentic representation of Latinx 

voices in the arts and community,” 
according to the program’s web-
site, it was unsurprising that LXTP 
chose to tell a story that is all too 
familiar for many in America and 
Mexico. 

The Crossroads was a multi-gen-
erational migrant story about the 
desire for a better life. Though the 
story was centered around a fami-
ly that emigrated to America from 
Mexico, the basic ideas could be 
applied to nearly any family that 
has made hard decisions. 

The performance included not 
only an ensemble of actors but a 

collection of original songs and 
raps. The two main characters, a 
mother and father that move to 
America when they fi nd out they 
will soon be parents, sing and rap 
to tell their fears and hopes in their 
own way. 

The props and set were sparse 
but used in a variety of ways, de-
pending on the scene. Three wood-
en boxes were used as seats, tables, 
platforms, a bed and more. Like 
the stage props, each actor  played 
a myriad of roles, sometimes tran-
sitioning while on stage from one 
character to the next. 

“Have more gratitude for the people that are unseen.”
- Olivia Schaap, President of Honors Association

Spoken Word Poetry Performance
In the spirit of this year’s Spring 

Arts and Culture Festival theme 
20/20 vision, the spoken word po-
etry event brought different per-
spectives to the table. 

Local poets Doug Shields, Mol-
ly Sroges and Na’Tosha De’von, 
led by Noelia Cerna, displayed 
their talents and diverse outlooks 
on the world. Shields started the 
show with an expressive perfor-
mance. The crowd chanted while 
Shields engaged them in the poem 

“Bursting with Beetlejuice” and a 
few others. 

Next, Cerna brought a strong 
voice with her Latin heritage to 
the stage. Cerna immigrated to 

America at seven from Costa 
Rica, according to Ozark Poets 
and Writers Collective. She is a 
published author and works as an 
editor for both the Tinderbox jour-

nal and the Sibling Rivalry Press. 
Her fi rst piece, about dating and 
divorce, was titled “Estrange-
ment in Three Easy 
Steps.” This piece 

brought with it a com-
manding voice which 
was then followed by 
a lighter poem about 
the relatability of the 
Tinder app. 

 The third poet was-
De’von, a published 
poet and actor from 
Mississippi. She re-
cently completed her 
poetry book “Quiet As 
It’s Kept” and it is set 

to release in the fall of 2020. She 
b r o u g h t 

with her a southern charm and 
twang, coming up to the stage 
saying, “Hey y’all.” Her perfor-
mance included moving words 
from her childhood experience. 

Bringing the poetry perfor-
mances to a close was Sroges. 
Sroges started off reading “Dear 
Pluto,” a poem about identity. 

Following the theme of the per-
formance, four NorthWest Arkan-
sas Community College students 
brought their own talents to the 
stage. Their performances shared 
moments of insight with everyone 
in attendance, showing us all how 
powerful a voice can be. 

Zayne Oliphant
Staff Writer

Jess Pendergrass
Editor-in-Chief

A Latin Story for Every Generation

Mary Lou Hill
Staff Writer

Left to Right: Na’Tosha 
De’Von, Molly Sroges, 

and Noelia Cerna perform 
original spoken word 
poetry on March 3 in 

White Auditorum in 
Burns Hall on the 

NWACC Campus.   
Photo by Zayne Oliphant 

Natural Native American

Music & Lights

“I have previously seen the movie and I was moved and 
saddened by what we do to people.  I’m excited to hear from 
the real person [Gerrard Conley] who it all happened to.”

Photo by Amber Boxberger
Olivia Schaap, President of the Honors Student Association and 
Yaniq St John, Sociology Professor share their thoughts before 
“Making the Invisable Visable “presentation in White Auditorum 
located in Burns Hall on the NWACC Campus.   

Photo by: Mary Lou Hill
Artist Craig Colorusso previews his piece, CUBEMUSIC on Mar. 2-4 in Burns Hall 1106 at 
Northwest Arkansas Community College.

Photo by Amber Boxberger
Olivia Schaap, President of the Honors Student Association and Niala Gotel,  
Community Events Coordinator for the Honor Student Association present to their 
peer  in White Auditorum located in Burns Hall on the NWACC Campus.   

Photo by Mary Lou Hill
(Top Left and Right) NWACC Department of Music prenets Spring: Sound and Silence. (Top Center) Courtney Roa, Graphic 
Design Major, showcases the Spring: Sound and Slience Program. (Bottom Right)  An audience memeber  watches the prof-
mence intently on March 2 in White Auditorium at Northwest Arkansas Community. College.

Photo by Mary Lou Hill
Artist Craig Colorusso demonstrates the use of his Sun Boxes on March 2-4 behind the 
Student Service Center (North Side Lawn) March 2-4 in Burns Hall at Northwest Arkansas 
Community College.

Courtesy of NWACC Facebook Page
Left to Right: Damian Dena, Yesina De Lorera and M. Sativa Vela, of the Latin X Theatre Project, give a heartfelt perfor-
mance on March 2 in the White Auditorium located on the Northwest Arkansas Community College campus.

Full Story on Pg. 8

- Dale Montgomery, Dean of Students

Making the Invisable Visable
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On March 3, two days be-
fore activist and conversion 
therapy survivor Garrard 
Conley spoke at NorthWest 
Arkansas Community Col-
lege’s Spring Arts and Cul-
tural Festival, Virginia be-
came the 12th state to pass 
laws protecting LGBTQ mi-
nors from forced conversion 
therapy, making it illegal in 
22 states, according to LGBT 
Map. 

Conley said, “That’s twen-
ty out of fi fty states, and that 
is kids being sent off every 
day and being tortured.”  

In his SACF speech 
“Learning to See with Gar-
rard Conley: Radical Com-
passion in a Complicated 
South” on March 5 at the 
White Auditorium, Conley 
said, “I’m not here to talk 
about anger, I’m here to talk 
about compassion.” 

Conley discussed what his 
family went through when he 
was outed and the pressures 
they felt to choose conver-
sion therapy. Conley told 
the audience what it was like 
growing up as a closeted gay 
in a fundamentalist Chris-
tian household in Mountian 
Home, Arkansas. When Con-
ley was a teen his father an-
swered the call to become a 
full-time pastor of their Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. 

He said this decision 
changed Conley’s life in 
ways he was not expecting. 
He said his father outlawed 
anything other than G-rated 
movies, and there were rac-
ist xenophobic or homopho-
bic beliefs pushed upon him 
to conform to this form of 
Christianity.

While still in the closet, a 
friend of Conley’s was outed. 
Conley said he chose to stay 

quiet about his own sexual 
orientation during the ordeal. 

He said, “if I take this step 
toward hypocrisy, I could 
lose my entire life. That’s the 
stakes involved ... But, stay 
in the closet I did, because 
fear ruled my life.  Because 
this fundamentalist idea was 
controlling everything I felt 
about the world. In that mo-
ment, as a closeted gay kid 
whose girlfriend’s brother 
was in pain. I decided to ig-
nore that pain. I decided to 
stay in the closet. That’s how 
powerful that thinking was, 
that internalized homopho-
bia.” 

Later, when Conley was 
outed, his father chose to 
send him to conversion ther-
apy. Conley said, “My dad 
says if you don’t go to con-
version therapy, you don’t 
follow these rules that are set 
up in this household, you’ll 
never speak to your mother 
again, you will never speak 
to me again and you will nev-
er receive any more money 
for college.”

Olivia Fair, a general edu-
cation student at NWACC at-
tended Conley’s speech. Fair 
said that she had “just fi n-
ished reading “Boy Erased” 
a few weeks ago and thought 
it was super interesting so [I] 
wanted to hear his talk.” 

Other students showed up 
as a requirement for a class, 
or because they had never 
had the opportunity to attend 
a speech based upon a book 
before. 

Dale Montgomery, dean 
of students at NWACC, said, 
“I have previously seen the 
movie and I was moved and 
saddened by what we do to 
people. I’m excited to hear 
from the real person who it 
all happened to.” 

Sitting with Montgomery 
was Becky Hudson, director 
of Student Life at NWACC. 

Hudson said, “I am here to 
hear from the writer himself. 
The movie was eye-opening 
and sad.”  

Conley is the New York 
Times bestselling author of 
“Boy Erased,” which was 
the inspiration for the major 
motion picture of the same 
name. He is also the creator 
of the podcast “Unerased.” 
Through his activism, he re-
ports to receiving e-mails and 
letters from people who have 
suffered or are still suffering 
through ex-gay therapy. 

Conley said, “It gets to be 
where you want to shut off 
everything and live a normal 
life and not know this. Can I 
move through life and not re-
alize that everyone’s suffer-
ing? And the answer is no.” 

“Taking up your cross”, 
Conley said, “is what is beau-
tiful in Christianity. It’s car-
ing about suffering people,” 
which is a belief he has pre-

served in his life as an agnos-
tic. 

Conley based his platform 
on love and compassion, say-
ing that it is not about if you 
are or are not Christian, it is 
ultimately about if you have 
love and compassion for your 
fellow humans or not. Con-
ley wants LGBTQ people to 
know “if you’re struggling 
with your spirituality, know 
that there are a lot of queer 
Christians that already exist, 
you can’t deny or erase their 
existence.”

Conley said there is a gen-
eral perception that gays are 
all somehow perverse, that 
there is something wrong 
with us that needs to be 
cured. “Why did this family 
that loved me do something 
that was so harmful, for both 
themselves and for me?” 

Conley said he didn’t 
know how to function out-
side of his family, like many 

other young people. 
The Gay and Lesbian Al-

liance Against Defamation 
defi nes conversion therapy 
on their website as any at-
tempt to change a person’s 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or gender expres-
sion. According to Conley in 
his book “Boy Erased” con-
version therapy was created 
in 1973 in San Rafael, CA 
in response to The American 
Psychological Association 
declassifying homosexuality 
as a mental illness.

California was also the 
fi rst state to sign conversion 
therapy protection laws into 
existence. According to the 
California Legislative Infor-
mation website, SB-1172 was 
signed on Sept. 30, 2012, and 
states that this bill prohibits a 
mental health provider from 
engaging in sexual orienta-
tion change efforts, as de-
fi ned, with a patient under 18 
years of age. 

The bill provided that any 
sexual orientation change ef-
forts attempted on a patient 
under 18 years of age by a 
mental health provider shall 
be considered unprofessional 
conduct and shall subject the 
provider to discipline by the 
provider’s licensing entity. 

These protections cover 
minors under the age of 18. 
This law does not ban conver-
sion therapy for consenting 
adults who would willingly 
wish to participate. Conley 
said a lot of people ask young 

LGBTQ people who have 
been through similar experi-
ences why they didn’t leave. 

“The answer is that be-
cause you’re going to lose 
your family, the God you 
pray to every day, that you 
believe in, and you are go-
ing to lose your community. 
That’s why you don’t just 
go,” Conley said.

The state of Arkansas does 
not have laws in place to pro-
tect minors from forced con-
version therapy, but Conley 
said that these laws are some 
of the fastest moving agendas 
of the LGBTQ community. 

NWACC showed the fi lm 
“Boy Erased” on Monday, 
March 2, and held a book 
club discussion on Thursday, 
March 5.

NorthWest Arkansas Community Col-
lege’s writing club Insatiable Ink posted 
a banner during Spring Arts and Cul-
ture Festival with the prompt to write a 
personal truth using at least one of four 
words: “faith,” “identity,” “family,” and 
“radical compassion.” 

Insatiable Ink voted on its top three 
choices and these entries were the win-
ners (in no particular order). 

Shonna Enzio
Staff Writer

Conversion Therapy Survivor and Author Visits SACF
Conley is a Man Re-drawn

Transcription Above 
While my parents still 
subscribe to a very con-
servative, fundamentalist 
faith, they have recently 
begun to shift  (slightly) 
in their views on LG-
BTQ+ issues because my 
younger brother came 
out to them last summer.

Transcription Left 
For most of my life, my identity 
was wrapped around my faith/
religion. Now that I have begun 
to question the traditional reli-
gious viewpoints I grew up with, 
I am having to de-tangle my 
identity from those viewpoints. 
It has been terrifying yet freeing.

Transcription Left 
FAITH

When she passed, I went home 
and sat on the mat. 
I knew if she was anywhere, I 
would fi nd her there. 
Sister, friend, comrade-in-arms-

MERI

Insatiable Ink Inspires SACF

Photo courtesy of NWACC Facebook’s page
Garrard Conley speaks at NorthWest Arkansas Community College’s 
Spring Arts and Culture Festival. A handful of events were centered 
around his experiences and based on his book “Boy Erased.”

Photo courtesy of Amazon.com
“Boy Erased” by Garrard Conley 
is an autobiographical nonfi ction 
book about Conley’s experi-
ences as an LGBTQ+ youth and 
his time in a conversion therapy 
camp. 
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Youth Festival at the Meteor

Bootleg Royale, Honey Collective
Jam at Smoke and Barrel Tavern

In a dimly lit bar on Feb. 
21, local patrons of all ages 
gathered to see two up-and-
coming Northwest Arkan-
sas-native bands, Bootleg 
Royale and Honey Collec-
tive, for the fi rst time on the 
same stage.  

Bootleg Royale brought a 
sound that was “jazzy, that’s 
kind of where the Royale 
comes in. Nice sounding, but 
then [we] do get really, re-
ally dirty rock some here and 
there,” said Kyle Enneking, 
lead singer and guitarist of 
Bootleg Royale.  

Walter Ferguson, the 
drummer, and co-founder 
of Honey Collective, said 
they tend to bring more of 
a “Hip-hop, jazz, R&B and 
soul-funk” sound. 

While waiting for the 
show to start, onlooker 
Tamara T. of Fayetteville 
said, “It’s a change of pace 
to see diversity at this bar; 
they’re going in a good 
direction, as well as other 
cool things they are doing 
here.”  Her tablemate, Erica 
Lewis of Fayetteville said, 
“It sounds like a pretty chill 
evening.”  

Dressed in blue jeans, t-
shirts, and fl annels, Bootleg 
Royale hit the stage shortly 
after 10 p.m. and played an 
hour set. The band started 

with the song “You Know” 
and patrons were swaying 
to the beat and toe-tapping 
within minutes to the jazz/
rock-inspired sound. 

The blending of the cur-
rent song’s ending into the 
next song’s intro appeared 
to be very well received by 
the crowd at fi rst, but after 
several songs without pause, 
the crowd started to look 
puzzled and unsure of where 
one song ended and another 
started.  

While their performance 
lacked needed pauses, 
patrons’ eyes were glued 
to the stage and cheered as 
lead guitarist Enneking and 
Jacob Robinson, bassist for 
Bootleg, ‘guitar battled’ for 
several moments on stage.

During their set, Bootleg 
Royale also played “Chiv-
alry is Dead, Birds in the 
Hand (Tomorrow), Dropping 
Eaves, Fugly, OJ, Loretta, 
Performance (cover by 
White Denim), Bombomb, 
Familiar Sway, Dreams of 
Gerald Berry Doctor Robert 
(Cover by The Beatles), 
In the City (Cover by Joe 
Walsh), Daily Fog, and 
Octopi Wall St.”  They 
ended their set strong play-
ing “Swimming.” Friends 
and family congratulated the 
band after the performance.

After a brief intermis-
sion, Honey Collective took 
the stage and set up a wide 

variety of instruments, which 
included an electric piano, 
guitar, trumpet, and drums. 
They jumped right in and 
played “Wish You Were 
Mine,” a new single by the 
band.  

The crowd thickened 
signifi cantly from earlier in 
the evening and onlookers 
stood to stare intently as the 
band played the remain-
ing 11 songs in their line 
up; “No Dreams, So Far, 
Money, Running through 
my thoughts, Common time, 
Apt. 10, Bitch don’t kill my 
vibe, What’s the Use?, Do 
Whatcha’ Need, The Hornet 
and Momento.” 

Everyone appeared to be 
very receptive to the trumpet 
solos and the band’s choice 
of songs, because there 
was no movement from the 
crowd, except to get refi ll 
the occasional drink for the 
entire performance.  Band 
members took turns taking 
center stage throughout the 
performance, the “hip-
hop alternative” vibe bled 
through, just as Ferguson 
said.

Upcoming show informa-
tion for Bootleg Royale can 
be found on the band’s Face-
book page. Honey Collec-
tive will be opening for the 
Shaun Martin Trio at Smoke 
and Barrel on April 4 and 
opening for Wild Rivers at 
Fairlane Station on June 12.

Photo by Kandice Welch
Honey Collective performs Feb. 21 at Smoke & Barrel Tavern.

A Night at the Ballet
What an honor it was to at-

tend my very fi rst drag ballet 
on Feb. 28 at the Fayetteville 
Performing Arts Center. To 
be perfectly honest, I wasn’t 
too sure what to expect of 
this showcase.  See, origi-
nally, I’m from Colorado and 
my experience with Drag 
shows is quite extensive.  
When I think of the words 
“drag queen,” words like 
loud and boisterous, strong 
and very well dressed come 
to mind. And well, when 
I think about a ballerina, 
I envision a small-framed 
woman, quiet and poised, 
dedicated and precise. I had 
no idea the kind of amazing 
adventures, “Ballets Trock-
ardo de Monte Carlo” (Night 
out series), would soon take 
me on!

The tone of this play was 
set well before the fi rst act 
even started.  As you walk 
through the grand front 
entrance of the Walton Arts 
Center you are greeted by 
ticket desk personnel, eager 
to assist you with your 
tickets. Inside the beautiful 
venue was a  room buzzing 
with event-goers excited to 
see the show. I was curious 
if they too wondered what 
the night had in store for us.  

As I made my way past the 
concession area I could see 
a long line forming at both 
doorways.  As we waited 
patiently for our turn to enter 
the theater, everyone seemed 
to be in an amazing mood.  
The gentleman behind me 
even made conversation by 
telling a few jokes.

The show started at 7 p.m. 
on the dot. As we all settled 
into our seats, a voice came 
over the audio system intro-
ducing each actor by their 
Drag-name and a short bio 
and strictly prohibited any 
kind of photography or video 
during the show.  

I knew we were in for a 
comedy fi lled performance 
as I read along in my pro-
gram. A couple of introduc-
tions that really stuck out 
to me were, Minnie Van 
Driver, played by Ugo Cirri, 
“Always running to rehears-
als, costume fi ttings, and 
performances, Miss Driver 
has a strong sense of move-
ment.  She has performed 
worldwide and has a natural 
aptitude for touring.  Famous 
for her beautiful port de bras, 
she gives credit to her many 
hours behind the wheel,” the 
program said. 

I also enjoyed, Eugenia 
Repelskii, played by Joshua 
Thake, “The secrets of Mme.  
Repelskii’s beginnings lie 
shrouded behind the Kremlin 
wall; in fact, no fewer than 
six lie in the wall (in jars 

of assorted sizes)  Dancing 
lightly over pogroms and 
other sordid reorganiza-
tional measures, Eugenia 
has emerged as a ballerina 
nonpareil whose pungency 
is indisputable.” I found the 
program to be a great tell-tell 
of what the night had in store 
for us.  

As the curtains rose you 
were greeted by a scene 
from Swan Lake, Act II (Le 
Lac Des Cygnes), only the 
location (as dictated by the 
narrator) was in Greenland.  
A villainous character, 
dressed in a rich red and 
black leotard with matching 
cape, commanded your at-
tention as he made his way 
from one side of the stage 
to the other. Behind him, a 
rope, attached to a sad-
looking (wooden), White 
Swan. As he and the swan 
made their way very slowly 
across the stage, the crowd 
erupted into laughter. These 
slight pokes at comedy were 
just enough to keep the 
room light and your eyes 
glued to the main show. 
As we all recovered from 
laughing, all I could think 
was, let the games begin!

The fi rst act was a 30-min-
ute, clever and hilarious 
rendition of Swan lake.  The 
dancers were magnifi cent, I 
was pleasantly surprised by 
their ballet skills, impeccable 
technique and ability to blur 
the lines between masculine 
and feminine dance.  

As the actors take you 
through the perils of love 
on the lake, they would 
break up the seriousness 
with intentional mishaps, 
such as one or two swans in 
the background doing steps 
out of turn or twerking. 
Each scene was perfectly 
enacted, and I found myself 
truly captivated watching 
these beautiful creatures 

gracefully glide across the 
stage.  

Somewhere deep in my 
subconscious, I wanted so 
badly to see men in women’s 
clothing doing ballet, but 
what was presented to me, 
were beautifully trained 
dancers, taking me on a 
whimsical and comedic 
journey.  

During the intermission, 
I chatted with a couple in 
the lobby Erin G and Josh 
M, who requested their 
last names not be used, of 
Fayetteville, “We’ve been 
wanting to see something 
new, so we just saw that 
this was here and came 
here,” Erin said.  When 
asked their thoughts about 
the performance thus far, 
they both exclaimed “It’s 
great, it’s hilarious,” Erin 
said, “It’s awesome, the 
programs are really funny 
too.” After sharing a few 
laughs we headed back to 
the auditorium to watch the 
second act. The second and 
third acts went off without a 
hitch; highlighting various 
dancers as leads.  I really 
enjoyed the diversity of 
the lead roles in each act, 
each dancer brought their 
own style and fl air to each 
character.  

The show concluded with 
a solo performance by Olga 
Supphozova, played by 
Robert Carter, in “The Dying 
Swan.” According to the pro-
gram, “This solo was created 
for Anna Pavlova in 1905 
and would later become her 
signature dance.  Carter did 
an amazing job of reenacting 
this beautiful and technically 
challenging solo.” 

What an awesome way to 
bring the show to a close.  
After the fi nal act, the danc-
ers gathered on stage for a 
fi nal showing of their abili-
ties and talents.  With the 
crowd offering cheers and a 
standing ovation, the Queens 
left the stage.  

This experience was ev-
erything I’d hoped it would 
be and more. I can’t wait 
until the Drag Ballet comes 
to town, I will be the fi rst in 
line for a seat! 

Ballet 
Review

Kandice
Welch

Courtesy photo by Zoran Jelenic
Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo performed at the Arts Center.

Kandice Welch
Staff Writer

Photos by Dakota Marsh
Above, NES Kari and YWB Coupe, right, get the crowd pumped at the Bentoville Youth Festival. Below 
left, DCarr starts his performance for the Bentonville Youth Festival on Feb. 29 at the Meteor Guitar Gal-
lery in Bentonville. Below right, a performer hypes the crowd with a midshow performance.
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Want your Kids 
to Experience 
This Class?

Kids’ College 2020 is offering 
numerous fun, educational half-day 
and full-day summer courses for 
children ages 6-17. Classes allow 
students to experience a college 
campus while learning from subject 
matter experts. Payment plans and 
scholarships are available. 

To register, visit: www.nwacc.
edu/workforce/kidscollege.
Kids’ College Journalism

Discover the basics in Adobe InDe-
sign and Adobe Photoshop and cre-
ate a Kids’ College newsletter. Jour-
nalism classes run 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• June 1 - June 5 | Ages 13 - 17 
• June 8 - June 12 | Ages 13 - 17
• June 15 - June 19 | Ages 9 - 12
• June 22 - June 26 | Ages 13 - 17
• July 6 - July 10 | Ages 13 - 17
•July 13 - July 17 | Ages 13 - 17

Enroll them in 
Kids’ College

Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month

Photos by Kandice Welch A drag show held Feb. 22 brought awareness to teen 
dating violence. Performing queens, by stage name, 
were 1. Lady Kakes Monroe, 2. Inertia Dior, 3. Porsha 
Dior, 4. Ultraviolet, 5. & 6. Maddy Morphosis, and 7. 
O’Shea Reed.  Sister Will’m Grayce, left, and Sister 
Kara Oke, right, in picture 8, are members of the Abby 
Hillybilly Harlots. The event was held at the Fayetteville 
Town Center and was sponsored by Northwest Arkan-
sas Women’s Shelter and the NWA Center for Sexual 
Assault.
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Solution for February’s Crossword Puzzle

Solution for February 
medium Sudoku Puzzle

Solution for February 
hard Sudoku Puzzle

Crossword Puzzle

Sudoku
Livewire Puzzles    www.puzzles.ca

Diffi culty: Hard

Diffi culty: Medium

Entertainment    The Eagle View •March 2020 11  

The Rules: Fill in the blanks so that 
each row, each column, and each 
of the nine 3x3 grids contain one 

instance of each of the numbers 1 
through 9. Answers will be published 
in the April 2020 issue. 

Bewildering Times
by Jooeun Seo

Poll 
Results:
Answers submitted via 
newspaper and website at 
www.nwacceagleview.com

Have an idea for a 
Reader Poll question? 
Email it in to the EIC at 
eagleview@nwacc.edu.

Eagle View Reader Poll
We want to hear from you. Mark your 

answer, then cut this graphic out and turn 
it in to the Eagle View newsroom in Burns 

Hall room 1459, or email your answer to 
eagleview@nwacc.edu. The results will 
be in next month’s Eagle View.



For Rates, Photos & Floorplans visit us at:

www.LindseyManagement.com

Love where you Live & Play! 

All Properties are Professionally Managed by Lindsey Management Co., Inc. 

Options Throughout NWA with Fabulous Amenities

Subject to change

 FAYETTEVILLE PHONE LOCATION RENT SPECIALS Call Us- We’re Here 7 Days a Week!

  THE GREENS AT FAYETTEVILLE 966-4340  Wedington Exit/Near I-49 Starting at $705           

  THE LINKS AT FAYETTEVILLE 966-4340  Wedington Exit/Near I-49 Starting at $685             
  PARADISE POINT 521-8299  Crossover/Near Joyce Starting at $635    
  CLIFFS II/CLIFFS TOWNHOMES 444-0400  Crossover/Near Mission Starting at $645 Call for Details           
  CLIFFS I 582-2540  Crossover/Near Mission Starting at $595          
  STEARNS STREET/ VANTAGE CENTER Starting at $585          
  SOUTHERN VIEW I/II/III 443-6698  I-49/MLK-Next to U of A Starting at $580         
  FAIR PARK 587-9395  Hwy 112 E Starting at $565        
  CORNERSTONE I/II/HOMES 443-3507  Wedington Exit/Near I-49 Starting at $565         
  SHILOH 442-4384  Wedington Exit/Near I-49 Starting at $560      
  THE PARK Starting at $505      
  PARADISE VIEW 521-8299  Crossover/Near Joyce Starting at $500      
  THE GREENS AT LAKESIDE VILLAGE I-49 Starting at $500          
  APPLEBY I-49 Starting at $470       
  LAKESIDE VILLAGE I/II I-49 Starting at $470      
  CRAFTON PLACE/STARRFIRE 521-6895  Hwy 112 Exit on Garland Starting at $470    
  MARKHAM HILL 443-9333  U of A/Ramey Jr. High Starting at $460   
  CROSSOVER TERRACE 444-9744  Crossover/Near Joyce Starting at $455   
  VALLEY LAKE Rd./ Near Mall Starting at $455     
  EAST OAKS/OAKSHIRE I/II/EAST 443-7278  Mission/Crossover Starting at $445     
  CHESTNUT II St. Starting at $450       

 SPRINGDALE
  THE LINKS AT SPRINGDALE I/II St. Starting at $560           
  EASTWOOD 927-0676  N. on Hwy 265 to Mountain Rd. Starting at $470      
  THE STATION 756-1312  E. of H71B, South Springdale Starting at $470       
  JOHNSON MEADOWS Rd. Starting at $465      
  SUNSET / HOLCOMB End, S. of Sunset Starting at $455   
  WEST END PLACE/PLEASANT POINT 750-3030  West End/Robinson, W. 71B Starting at $455   
  BRIDGESTONE/WALNUT TREE/
  PLEASANT STREET TH 751-8866  On Pleasant, N. of Backus Starting at $455   

 LOWELL
  THE LINKS AT LOWELL 770-2100  Lowell Exit Near I-49 Starting at $565          

 ROGERS
  THE GREENS ON BLOSS I-49, Promenade Exit Starting at $680          
  LOST SPRINGS Starting at $510      
  THE FAIRWAYS AT LOST SPRINGS 621-0277  On Dixieland, N of 62/102 Starting at $465      
  BRIARWOOD Hope Rd, E of 71B Starting at $460    
  EDGEWOOD Starting at $460    
  THE GREENS AT LOST SPRINGS Starting at $465      
  TURTLE CREEK I/II/PAR Starting at $460     
  DOUBLETREE I/II Hwy 94 Starting at $450      
  BRENTWOOD I/II 636-5135  71B to Olive, W to 12 Place Starting at $450   

 BENTONVILLE
  THE TRAILS AT BENTONVILLE 657-6633  2400 SW Fireblaze - Exit 86, W Starting at $720 Call for Details       
  THE LINKS AT RAINBOW CURVE 657-6446  I-49, Exit 85 - Approx 3 miles W Starting at $660          
  THE LINKS AT BENTONVILLE 271-0205  Hwy102/62 Exit, Moberly Ln. Starting at $645           
  COPPERSTONE I/II Exit 86 from I-49 Starting at $610       
  MOBERLY MANOR I/II 273-2540  Hwy102/62 Exit, Moberly Ln. Starting at $520     
  MOBERLY PLACE 273-3533  Hwy102/62 Exit, Moberly Ln. Starting at $520  
  DELMAR 273-5283  Hwy102/62 Exit, West Starting at $460  
  WALTON CROSSING 268-4237  28th S SE Walton Blvd. Starting at $745      

 SILOAM SPRINGS
  SPRING VALLEY I/II Hwy 16 East Starting at $475     
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Floorplans, Rates & Free Amenities Vary by Property 
and are Subject to Change without Notice

March Rent Special

www.trailsatbentonville.apartments

Lease a 1BR and 

479-657-6633

Picture Spread   • The Eagle View March 202012

Photos by Nathan Sitton
(Left) Left to right: Hannah Morris, speech and debate coach; Tim 
Farmer, culinary arts major; Kevin Wilmoth, psycology major, host 
the Walking Taco Bar from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on March 11 in Burns 
Hall Commons.

(Below) Shelby Vangoethem, psychology major, grabs tacos on 
Thursday, March 11, in the Burns Hall Commons from the Speech 
and Debate Walking Taco Bar.

Speech and debate club member serves mobile tacos to NWACC 
students on March 11 in Burns Hall.

(Right) Jesse Smith, biology 
major, took advantage of the 
Walking Taco Bar hosted by 
the speech and debate club 
on March 11.

(Left) Keith Foster, math fac-
ulty, grabs a taco in a bag 
at the Speech and Debate 
Walking Taco Bar on Thurs-
day Mar. 11 in the Burns Hall 
Commons.

Walking Taco Bar Hosted by the Speech and Debate Club

Lindy’s 
College Cafe

Open 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday through Thursday

First Floor of the 
Student Center

1211 SE Eagle Way, 
Bentonville, AR 72712

479-263-1343


