
MARTHA
CORTES

Martha Cortes had to come to grips
with her reality before she could

become a U.S. citizen earlier this sum-
mer.

Cortes is a wife, a mother to three chil-
dren, a community volunteer, a student
at NorthWest Arkansas Community
College and a full-time administrative
assistant at the NWACC Adult Education
Center.

She is a person of ambition and inspi-
ration.

She took and passed her U.S.
Citizenship test in late June, five months
after she applied.

She said citizenship “means a lot to
me.”

“I remember years back thinking, ‘I’m
not going to become a U.S. citizen,’” she
said. “But I knew I was not going back to
live in Mexico anymore. I love this place.
I make my home here.”

She said she needed “to get to know
this country better and show my kids the
great things in this country so that they
can be proud of it, too. 

“They were tired of me being homesick

for Mexico.”
Citizenship did not take as long to earn

as obtaining legal residency, which was
nearly seven years, she said. She
applied Jan. 23 and became a U.S. citi-
zen on June 20.

She took an American Government

class at NWACC twice. She studied the
“100 question” flash cards ad nausea.

“I took American Government again for
my own benefit,” she added.

Adult Education Director Ben Aldama
and instructors Kathy Schneider and
Danny Sheffield supported her through
the citizenship process, she said. Her
family and Sheffield accompanied her to
Fort Smith that day to take the test.

Cortes was in the first ESL class that
Sheffield taught at NWACC. She also
CONTINUED on Page 2
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Student-employee proud of her U.S. citizenship
Adult Ed bursting at seams

The Adult Education program at
NWACC is bursting at the seams.

It’s maxed out at its Rogers center
and is teaching classes in the afternoon
and evenings at public school buildings
in Rogers, Gentry and Siloam Springs.

Program director Ben Aldama said
the growth is due to word of mouth.

“Friends are telling their friends and
their relatives,” he said. “Morning
classes are already filled. There’s a
waiting list for English As A Second
Language (ESL).”

He said his teachers deliver quality
instruction. There are five full-time and
CONTINUED on Page 3

Benton County Sunday photograph by David Frank Dempsey 

The inaugural class of 29 Access Nursing graduates
attended their pinning ceremony in the Rogers High
School Auditorium on Saturday.

On the fast track 
The inaugural Access Nursing

(accelerated track) class held a
pinning ceremony Saturday, Aug.
25, at the Rogers High School
auditorium. 

Access Nursing is a pilot pro-
gram funded by a grant awarded
under the President’s
Community-Based Job Training
Grants, as implemented by the
U. S. Department of Labor’s
Employment and Training
Administration. 

Twenty-four students began
their nursing-specific education
in late May of 2006 and of those,
22 have completed a most rigor-
ous educational track in 15
months. To be eligible for Access
Nursing, the students must have
completed all the required gener-
al education courses prior to
entry into the accelerated track
and are strongly encouraged to
work no more than 10-12 hours
CONTINUED on Page 3
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credits Adult Education instructors, GED
examiners and others for her accom-
plishments.

Today, she proudly proclaims of her
most recent accomplishment: “I can
stand up in this land and say, ‘This is my
country.’ I can show my children how
proud I am of my country.’

“Otherwise, if I don’t, then I have one
foot in Mexico and one foot in the United
States.”

Education has fueled her inspiration.
“Education really changes things, the

way we think about each other, our-
selves and our country,” she said. “After
working here (at the Adult Ed Center),
I’m better able to focus more on what I
want to do, which is to teach.”

She’s not sure at what level she wants
to teach. That’s something to be discov-
ered through her course-work, she said.

Cortes has been exposed to learners
from kindergarten on up. She has volun-
teer taught at St. Vincent DePaul
Catholic School in Rogers the past two
years. She teaches every other
Wednesday night. She works with adult
learners every day.

Cortes attends NWACC classes on a
part-time basis. 

She is pursuing an associate of arts
degree. She’s enrolled this fall in
Principals of Biology with Eric Vaught,

Introduction to Education with Regina
Ryel, Survey of Mathematical Structures
with Brooke Rea and an online course in
History of Arkansas.

Students taking the GED and other
courses at the center who know her ask,
where does she find time and energy to
do all that, plus spend – as she calls it –
“quality time” with her family?

Her answer? “Simple, I’m very commit-
ted, very motivated.”

Cortes has two girls and boy. Her hus-
band is Fabian. Their children are Yareli 13,
Diana 10, and David 5.

Cortes spoke no English and had no
friends when she arrived in Rogers.

Cortes, now 33, came to Arkansas
from Durango, Mexico, following her
husband. When they got married in
Mexico, he already had a job in Rogers. 

She came north with him “because
there are not many opportunities for
employment in Mexico and I needed
something different.” That was 13 years
ago.

The “something different” Cortes need-
ed was enrolling in an ESL class at
NWACC.

“I started evening classes at the Adult
Education Center at the beginning level,
and then with my practice and good
attendance I moved to upper levels,”
she told the Arkansas Times (Little Rock)
newspaper, which profiled her last fall in
a cover story.

At the same time, she was on a list of
immigrants waiting for work permits so
that they could work legally. She had to
wait five years for a permit – a lot longer
than citizenship took. 

Then she was hired at the first place
she applied for a job, the Rogers School
District.

“I worked there for three years, but
working as a janitor just encouraged me

to keep working on my English skills.”
Today, she speaks fluent English.

When the chance to work part-time at
the Adult Education Center came along,
she jumped at it. The new job increased
her work skills and her self-esteem. 

She was named last fall as an
Outstanding Paraprofessional for 2006
at a conference of the Arkansas
Association for Continuing and Adult
Education.

She speaks frequently on behalf of the
College about the career benefits of
learning English.

The paraprofessional award further
fueled her ambition.

“I was shocked,” she said of the
award. “I didn’t suspect a thing. It is a
really nice honor.”

She was honored by NWACC Adult
Education staff and students.

“This gives me one more reason to
keep going down the path I’m on,”
Cortes said. “I know I’m on the right
track.”

She hopes to earn her associate’s
degree and then transfer for a bachelor’s
degree.

Cortes was a student speaker in July
2006 at an announcement that the
College was beginning a capital cam-
paign.

She also speaks at the NWACC
AMIGOs events.

“Martha’s changed over the years,”
Danny Sheffield said. “Her views have
expanded.

“The accolades coming to her that she
accepts in a very positive way influences
others to know that they also can suc-
ceed much as she has. 

“Martha’s success influences every-
one, particularly those in the Latino com-
munity.”
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the College by the NWACC Public Relations
Department. Email items for publication to
jhall@nwacc.edu.
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Bentonville, AR 72712  [Exit 86 on I540] 

1-479-636-9222 / 1-800-995-6922
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U.S. Citizenship classes are free
The classes are held at the Adult Education Center, 2800 North Second Street,

Rogers.
Students learn about the local community, about U.S. government and history,

listening, speaking, reading, and writing English skills, about eligibility requirements
for U.S. citizenship, the 100 questions used in the citizenship interview, and how to
complete the N-400 Application for U.S. Citizenship form.

Students completing this class during the past four years have had 100 percent
success passing the citizenship test.

For more information, contact the NWACC Adult Education office at 479-986-6911.
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ADULT EDUCATION

Continued from Page 1

17 part-time teachers. 
“We have more teachers than ever

before,” Aldama said.
“We have a very car-
ing, qualified staff.

“They’re very pro-
fession. For exam-
ple, Saturday,
August 18, we had a
6-hour professional
development work-
shop for instructors
and staff. Teachers
did not mind giving
up a Saturday
because they care
about their stu-
dents.”

The program holds afternoon classes
at three Rogers elementary schools and
a middle school.

“We’re teaching the parents of elemen-
tary and middle school children,” Aldama
said. Classes are in ESL.

NWACC has the largest ESL program
in Arkansas.

The program opened its Gentry facility
last week. It offers ESL and GED in the
afternoon and evenings.

The program holds GED classes twice
a week from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Siloam
Springs High School.

The program added a third day-time
GED instructor with two GED instructors
at night.

NURSING

Continued from Page 1

per week at outside employment.
Twenty-nine students were pinned

Saturday. Seven students joined the
class, either by transferring from the
Traditional Nursing Track or from other
nursing programs. 

Friends, family, NWACC administrators
and nursing faculty were on hand to cel-
ebrate this traditional “rite of passage”
into the nursing profession. 

Most of the nurse graduates have
already secured positions with area health-
care agencies and will begin employment
as registered nurses, after successful com-
pletion of the NCLEX-RN exam. 

This national exam (commonly
referred to as the “state board” exam) is

required of all nursing students who
receive either an Associate of Applied
Science (ADN), Bachelors of Science
(BSN) or a Diploma in nursing. 

Thirty students were selected for the
second Access Nursing class and began
their studies on May 29. All 30 students
successfully completed the
Fundamentals of Nursing course on
August 21 and will return on September
10 to begin their second semester.
Graduation. Pinning is slated for late
August 2008.

NWACC’s Nursing Program graduated
its first class in 1993 and now offers
three tracks: the Traditional Track which
takes 22 months to complete, the
Access Nursing Track (15 months in
length) and a new LPN to RN Transition

Track, a pilot program partnering
NWACC with Northwest Technical
Institute in Springdale. 

Forty students were selected for the
Traditional Track and began the
Fundamentals course on August 20.
These students are slated for graduation
and pinning in May 2009.  

In addition, 38 second-year students
have returned for their third semester
and will graduate in May 2008.  In all,
NWACC has 116 “future nurses” pursu-
ing their dream this academic year. 

For more information about the
Nursing Program at NWACC, check the
website at nwacc.edu or call 619-4151
or stop by the Nursing Office in room
2050 of Burns Hall between the hours of
8:00-4:30 Monday through Friday.

Ben Aldama

Rey Hernandez
Community leader joins NWACC Adult Ed

Reynaldo Hernandez joined the staff of
Adult Education as an ESL Examiner.
Rey, as he prefers to be called, is a long
time resident of Northwest Arkansas
having moved here in 1989.  

Rey and his
wife Roselea, a
native Arkansan
from Newton
County, both
served in the
Marine Corps and
upon his retire-
ment chose to
return to
Arkansas.  

Rey has been
very active in
education issues
since arriving in
northwest Arkansas and has been
proactive in issues concerning
Hispanics.  

Himself a child of immigrant parents
grew up in El Paso, Texas and then
completed his Associate of Arts degree
while in the military at San Marcos,
California.

Before joining NWACC he was
involved in several businesses.  

Rey helped start the first all Spanish

Radio station in Arkansas, owned a
Mexican restaurant, and owns the first
Hispanic marketing company in the
state.  

In the education arena he was
involved early on concerning Title I
issues in the schools and even started
an ESL Summer program for youth and
adults in Rogers through the Office of
Human Concern.  

Lately, Rey has been involved with the
League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC) helping raise thou-
sands of dollars in scholarship funds for
deserving Latino students.  He serves as
the Arkansas LULAC Deputy State
Director for Young Adults.

Recently, Rey determined to complete
his own education and is presently
enrolled at the University of Arkansas
College of Education and Health
Professions.  

His current projects include an initia-
tive to increase the Latino teachers in
the local school districts and a small
business incubator for fledgling ventures.  

He continues to do seminars for the
Small Business Development Center on
how to reach the Hispanic consumer and
is also a contributing writer to the
Adelante Arkansas bilingual magazine.

Rey Hernandez 
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Welcome Back Week 
Students roam through a sea of off campus businesses, registering for door prizes and collecting “free stuff” during a 2-day ven-
dor fair held in the Student Center during the first week of the fall semester. Nearly two dozen vendors attended the fair. First
Security Bank provided lunch one day.

Staff Profile

Sue Ann Pekel is working at the
Pauline Whittaker Library this fall to fulfill
a practicum obligation for a Master’s
degree in library science at Texas
Woman’s University. Pekel is a graduate
of NWACC with
an Associate of
Arts degree, and
is a graduate of
John Brown
University with a
Bachelor of
Science degree in
organizational
management. 

Sue Ann will
complete her
associates, bach-
elors, and mas-
ters in seven years, all the while working
full time and mothering children.

She is currently employed at the
Bentonville Public Library as the chil-
dren’s librarian. She is responsible for
developing the children’s collections and
developing, promoting and presenting
library programs for children of all ages
and their families. 

Pekel worked for the Rogers Public
Library for nine years, serving as the
director of children’s services for the past
two years. 

Pekel is a member of the American
Library Association, the Public Library
Association, the Arkansas Library
Association and the Texas Library
Association. 

She lives in Rogers with her husband
and two youngest children. When she is
not reading the latest children’s books,
Pekel enjoys spending time in her gar-
den. 

Sue Ann Pekel 

Sue Ann Pekel
NWACC grad comes back to intern in library

Ziya's summer work on display
The NWACC Art Dept. is exhibiting

works by NWACC Art instructor, Ziya
Sever in the glass gallery, NWACC Art
Dept, Burns Hall. 

The show features Ziya's newest
works he created over the summer. Ziya
teaches drawing and painting at
NWACC. Also on display are some out-
standing works created this summer by

NWACC art students.
Work by Ziya will be displayed August

27 until October 7th.
Faculty,Staff,Students and Public invit-

ed to come see the exhibit.

Gene Schneider’s brother, Larry, is pic-
tured in the crew quarters during an
August 16 visit to the Royal Yacht Brittaina
(1953-1997), now permanently docked in
Firth of Forth, Edinburgh, Scotland. Now
used as a business conference center for
well-healed executives, etc., Queen
Elizabeth often took family cruises with up
to 45 people, and a crew of 300 catered to
their every need and kept the 403 foot
long steamship going.  It logged more than
1 million miles during its 44 years of serv-
ice, equivalent to approximately one cir-
cumnavigation of the globe for each year.
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Dr. Paneitz, joined by Kay Mathews and Sharon

Simmons, announces a door prize winner.

Above, moviegoers enjoy popcorn at one of the CATC matinees.

Below, Dr. Paneitz speaks to a group of over 80 at CATC.

Susan Young presents a seminar on the colorful history of Eureka Springs.

From Kay Mathews
Director, College At The Crossing

The College At The Crossing’s Back-
to-School Open House week began with
an Appreciation Event, which recognized
CATC volunteers, instructors and
Advisory Council members.

Overall, more than 250 individuals
attended the CATC Back-to-School
Open House, which is more than double
the number of attendees last year.

NWACC President Dr. Becky Paneitz
spoke at the event attended by more
than 80 people.

Dr. Paneitz updated the group on the
growth and progress of NWACC, student

enrollment numbers and demographics,
and future building plans. 

CATC Director Kay Mathews acknowl-
edged each volunteer, instructor, and
Advisory Council member and thanked
them for their contributions to the growth
and success of the CATC.

Dr. Paneitz joined Kay in presenting
the first door prizes of the week.
Mathews noted that, due to the hard
work of CATC Advisory Council Member
Dr. Richard Murie, more than $2,000
worth of door prizes was collected from
45 area businesses.

Following the presentation of door
prizes, the crowd made its way to await-

ing food and beverages.
CATC Open House attendees also

enjoyed a variety of matinee movies,
class demonstrations, video presenta-
tions of spring Brown Bag Seminars, and
the opportunity to meet with NWACC
Director of Admissions John Honey.

The week concluded with a live Brown
Bag Seminar on Eureka Springs attend-
ed by more than forty.

Susan Young, from the Shiloh
Museum of Ozark History, presented “An
Ozark Alternative” which looked at the
colorful, and often offbeat, history of
Eureka Springs.

Large crowds attend CATC’s open house events

Overall, more than 250 individuals attended
the CATC Back-to-School Open House, which
is more than double the number of attendees
last year.
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Wellness Corner
Begin with moderate physical

activity
What is physical activity? 
Physical activity simply means move-

ment of the body that uses energy.
Walking, gardening, briskly pushing a
baby stroller, climbing the stairs, playing
soccer, or dancing the night away are all
good examples of being active. For
health benefits, physical activity should
begin moderate, building to vigorous as
your endurance increases and add up to
at least 30 minutes a day.

Important: persons not currently
engaging in regular physical activity
should always speak with their doctor
before beginning any exercise program.

Moderate physical activities include: 

�Walking briskly (about 3 ½ miles per
hour) 

�Hiking 
�Gardening/yard work 
�Dancing 
�Golf (walking and carrying clubs) 
�Bicycling (less than 10 miles per hour) 
�Weight training (general light workout) 
Vigorous physical activities include: 

�Running/jogging (5 miles per hour) 
�Bicycling (more than 10 miles per
hour) 

�Swimming (freestyle laps) 
�Aerobics 
�Walking very fast (4 ½ miles per hour) 
�Heavy yard work, such as chopping
wood 

�Weight lifting (vigorous effort) 
�Basketball (competitive) 

Some physical activities are not
intense enough to help you meet the
recommendations. Although you are
moving, these activities do not increase
your heart rate, so you should not count
these towards the 30 or more minutes a
day that you should strive for. These
include walking at a casual pace, such
as while grocery shopping, and doing
light household chores.

These daily health tips are brought to
you by Wellness Works for health educa-
tion purposes only.  You should always
consult your treating physician(s) for any
medical advice or services you may
need.

New RTC enrollees exceed

numbers for the previous year
Northwest Arkansas Times
Sunday, August 26, 2007

The NorthWest Arkansas Community
College Regional Technology Center in
Fayetteville began the year Monday with
314 high school students enrolled in its
vocational-technical classes. 
http://nwanews.com/nwat/News/56499/print/

NWACC, Village Players enter

into agreement 
From Staff Reports
Tuesday, August 21, 2007

BENTONVILLE - Northwest Arkansas
Community College students will have
more access to theatrical expertise as
the result of an agreement signed here. 

http://nwanews.com/bcdr/News/52576/print/

Sixth class of Leadership

Benton County announced
From Staff Reports 
Tuesday, August 28, 2007

BENTON COUNTY — The Steering
Committee of Leadership Benton County
recently announced the members of the
sixth class for 2007-2008. 

Bentonville-Bella Vista representatives
in the class is Jill Wagar, Northwest
Arkansas Community College.
http://nwanews.com/bcdr/News/52824/print/

Queen for a year
By Tonya McKiever
Monday, August 27, 2007

BENTONVILLE — Up by 4: 45 a. m.

on a recent Tuesday for a television
interview in Fayetteville, Tarole Harris,
the reigning Benton County Fair Queen,
is familiar with long, jam-packed days. 

Following her television appearance,
she attended a class at Northwest
Arkansas Community College and gave a
presentation that evening to the fair board. 
http://nwanews.com/bcdr/News/52768/print/

Crisis-training session planned 
Benton County Daily Record
Monday, August 27, 2007

Northwest Arkansas Community
College’s Institute for Corporate and
Public Safety will hold a crisis-training
session for Bella Vista at College at the
Crossings in Bella Vista on Tuesday. 
http://nwanews.com/bcdr/News/52794/print/

Daily Record photograph by Emily Anne Crawford 

Rick Johnson with the Department of Health spoke on threating pandemic flu at
an Emergency Response and Family Preparedness training session Tuesday
morning at NWACC’s College at the Crossings. The Institute for Corporate and
Public Safety partnered with the college to offer the class, which covered topics
such as pandemic flu, homeland security and ice storms.

ANTHONY REYES Northwest Arkansas Times 

Leslie Foster, 16, right, burns through a sheet of metal with a plasma cutter
as his grandmother Faye Foster, from right, aunt Evelyn Thompson and
welding instructor Sarah Franklin look on during the Regional Technology
Center open house Tuesday in Fayetteville. Parents were invited to the
school to meet teachers and see the learning environment.
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Classified ads are free to College employees. Email your ad copy to jhall@nwacc.edu

Employee Free Classified Ads
ROOM FOR RENT: $300 per
month plus 1/3 utilities.  For
more info call 381-8660.
Lynda Lloyd.
FOR SALE: 2006 Yamaha
Virago 250cc motorcycle,
3200 miles, air-cooled V-
twin, Chain drive, 70-80 mpg.
$2,995  call 381-3452. Julie
S. Jarrett.
FOR SALE: 1975 Pontiac
Ventura Classic. New
exhaust, radiator, & custom
leaf springs. Transmission is
good, and have a new
engine with all parts to drop
in. Needs interior/exterior
cosmetic work. Picture on
request. Asking $2,000 OBO.
Call Ashlie at 619-4142 or

Irene at 426-2357.
FREE PET: I have a 7 year
old black cat, current on
shots, spayed looking for a
quiet home with no other
pets. Melanie Wilks,
619.4238.
FOR SALE: St. Bernard
Puppies for Sale, AKC regis-
tered, shots, wormed, dew
claws removed.  Available
are 2 females born April 25
and 1 male, 1 female born
May 19, 2007.  $500.  Call
Paula at 444-3058 ex 109 or
email to
pcarollo@nwacc.edu for
more info or pictures.
DAYCARE: In-home
Daycare; infants to 5 yrs;

Roger/Bentonville area; car-
ing, nurturing environment;
Monday-Friday; For more
information contact Kim
Faught at 479-381-9941
BOWLERS: The Bentonville
Women’s First Bowling
League is looking for bowlers
for the upcoming season.
We bowl on Wednesday
nights starting at 6pm at the
Bentonville Bowling Alley.
The season began August
22, 2007 with an introductory
meeting at the bowling alley.
Please contact Claudia
Tonihka at extension 4355 if
you are interested.

CALENDARS

Expanded Cabinet meets
the 2nd and 4th Mondays

of the month beginning
Aug. 13. Meetings are

held 8:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. in SC108.

� September 10
� October 8

� November 12***
Notes:

*** Dinner with the
Foundation Board to follow.

NWACC employees are given a choice to
have their birthdays announced in the
newsletter. For more information, contact Jim
Hall at jhall@nwacc.edu

Employee Birthdays

Suggestion Box

� September 28,
Washington County
Center

� October 26, Regional
Technology Center

� February 29, Adult

Education Center

� March 28, College At
The Crossings

FY2008 Leadership Council Meetings and Final Fridays

Expanded Cabinet Calendar

2007 Board of Trustees Meetings

Enrollment celebration Sept. 10
NWACC will celebrate its record fall

2007 enrollment with a special celebra-
tion 4 p.m. Monday, Sept. 10. The cele-
bration will take note of the hard work
devoted employees gave to exceeding
the College’s enrollment growth goal.

The celebration will be held in the
Student Center.

Chorus rehearsals September 10
The Civic Symphony Chorus of Benton

County will begin rehearsals Monday,
Sept. 10, 6:30 p.m. at NWACC’s Music
Recital Hall.  The fall concert is 3 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 4, at Arend Arts Center.
The Concert is titled "American Music
and all that Jazz;" the chorus will sing
standards from the 1930's and 40's
including Love is Here to Stay, I'll Be

Seeing You, Fly Me to the Moon, Do
Nothing Till You Hear From Me.  

Contact Miles Fish at 479.619.2237 or
mfish@nwacc.edu.

LDC closed Sept. 13-14
The LDC will be closed September 13-

14 for an Advisor Retreat. 

AAWTYC Leadership

Symposium
The 2008 Women’s Leadership

Symposium is Thursday evening March
13 and Friday, March 14, 2008.
The symposium is at the Embassy
Suites in Hot Springs, the same location
previously used.

If you are interested in attending, con-
tact Pam Belcher at 619-2213 or pbelch-
er@nwacc.edu.

September birthdays
1 Marsha Woolfolk
1 Mary Odima
1 Jenny St John
2 E Jo Davis
2 Fortino Hernandez
3 Stanley Rankin
3 Brooke Rea
5 Donna Jackson
6 Patrick Kelly
7 Suzanne Sever
7 Barbara Maybury
8 Kerry Nelson
8 Ruth Brenneman
10 Susan Collie
11 Daveine Burgess
12 Janel Stryker
14 Carol Burke
14 Kathryn Ramirez
15 Cathy McAuliffe
16 Ellen Turner
17 Danny Sheffield
17 Linda Drew
17 Nathan Ellington
20 Vickie Johnson
20 Sarah Philpot
21 Michaele Buell
21 John Perritt
23 Mike Willard
23 Jessica Wallace
24 Charles Hale
24 Douglas Krueger
27 Kristi Noble
29 Nancy March
29 Sammi Eddie

Site index link 
Put the site index link back on the

NWACC home page - it provided fast
easy access to departments etc.

Reply from Pat Kelly: The site index
link is on the NWACC homepage. It is in
the footer and will show up on all pages
on the site. In addition, the Google
Search will provide the same service.

http://www.nwacc.edu/suggestion-
box.php


