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"My family moved here from
Springfield, Mo., when I was 4,"
Blackford explained. "I was home-
schooled after the fourth grade. For me,
at least, being homeschooled provided
tons of opportunities. I had a Latin tutor,
and I think by taking Latin, my vocabu-
lary expanded and I can understand the
root meaning of words. My parents
encouraged me and always told me I
could do anything I wanted to try."

Shasta is the middle child, sandwiched
between an older brother and a younger
brother.

Shasta is engaged, but she and her
fiance won't marry until they've both
graduated from college.

A level 7 gymnast, Shasta teaches at
GymWorks, formerly Summerhill in
Rogers. Her classes currently include
tumbling for students 15 months to 2
years old.

That class is "Tumbling With Tots. "A
class known as "Roly Poly" is for 3- to 5-
year-olds. She also oversees a recre-
ation gym group of 1- and 2-year-old
pupils. Shasta works with another group
of 6- to 12-year-old students who are
invited to participate in the class. 

When asked how it is that she does so
many things so well, Shasta just
laughed. After a little more pushing, she
offered her honest answer.

"I think I've just seen things that inter-

est me and tried it," Shasta explained.
"I'm lucky because I just get it. I've been
able to catch on pretty fast and enjoy dif-
ferent activities. The support of my par-
ents helped a lot, too."

Shasta didn't begin learning gymnas-
tics until she was 13- an advanced age
for a gymnast. At age 15, she started
teaching and coaching. 

Enrolled in 13 hours at NWACC, she's
taking graphic arts courses and perform-
ing arts. She's particularly fond of opera
and is off to Europe to perform with
other community college students in
cathedrals in Spain and France.

Hired to paint a room at Gym-Works,
the mural Shasta created is 8-feet high
and 40-feet long. Where young children
tumble, the jungle scene is bright and
filled with happy monkeys and colorful
birds and friendly elephants. The work
took her about 60 hours to paint. She
only began painting seriously a couple of
years ago - another thing she just "gets,"
because her art is beautiful. She said

painting is relaxing for her. It's how she
fills her quiet time, and she's partial to
painting still lifes and portraits. 

Another of her interests is writing. 
"I like to write fantasy stuff, " Shasta

said. "That's what I'm writing most of the
time right now."

A good athlete, Shasta has played
softball for years, usually as a pitcher or
catcher. Besides gymnastics, she's a
third-degree black belt in the martial arts. 

"I don't have thousands of friends,"
she said. "I like to have just a couple of
really close friends. That's just me. I like
doing all the things I'm doing - teaching
the kids and painting and going to
school. I can't wait till we go to Europe.
It's going to be great.Ž
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Chamber Singers in Europe this May
The NWACC Chamber singers leave Sunday, May 11, for Europe.
They arrive Monday, May 12, at Schipol Airport in Amsterdam.
Tuesday, May 13, they tour in Amsterdam the Van Gogh Museum and the Anne Frank

House. Wednesday, May 14, they depart by train for Paris.
They depart Paris Friday, May 16 by sleeper train and arrive Saturday, May 17, in

Barcelona, Spain, where they will stay in a castle, the Parador Cardona (see link below).
http://www.hotelclub.net/hotel.reservations/Parador_De_Cardona_Barcelona_Province.htm

They leave Sunday Monday, May  19, for Atlanta and home.

Shasta Blackford (red sweatshirt) rehearses at NWACC.
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SCHOLARSHIP
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students• personal stories,Ž said Jill Wagar, Associate Vice
President for Development. •It•s important for the donors to
see the impact that they are having on the students• lives.Ž

Donors give more than $100,000 in scholarships each year,
she said.

Guest speaker and instructor Chris Huggard is a donor.
•When your chance comes, you give. Pay it forward,Ž he told

the students.

Jack Shewmaker, left, speaks with
Howard Marshall at the Foundation
Scholarship Luncheon.

Dr. Chris Huggard shares time with
NWACC Alumni Director Becky Hudson
and SAAB President Tim Payne.

Meredith Brunen introduces student
speaker, Melissa Guerra-Long,a Walker
Scholar.

Foundation Chair David Thrasher
shares with donors how critical their sup-
port of NWACC students is to the suc-
cess of the institution.

Kathy Schneider (left) and Pam Nash of
the NWACC Development Office share a
conversation after the Foundation
Scholarship luncheon.

Board of Trustees Chair Coleman
Peterson spends time with students
Howard and Stacy Marshall after the
Foundation Scholarship Luncheon.

Board of Trustees Past Chair Joan
Clifford visits with Samantha Bratton,
Board of Trustee•s Scholar, at the
Luncheon.

College President Dr. Becky Paneitz
welcomes donors, faculty, staff and
trustees to the luncheon.

NWACC Board of Trustees Secretary
Robert Teague listens to the good
works by NWACC•s donors and stu-
dents.
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BELLA VISTA
NWACC held its first of six Master Plan Focus Group meetings Monday, Feb. 4, at

College at the Crossings in Bella Vista. 
Participating in the focus group were close to 50 local community and business

leaders, as well as college staff, students and supporters who were broken into
groups of four (pictured) to offer ideas to improve the college•s educational experi-
ence for its students. 

The top-two strengths identified by the focus groups were affordability and loca-
tion, in comparison to other colleges in northwest Arkansas. 

A need to work with local high schools to provide more vocational and transitional
college courses was heard from the groups, along with the addition of more comput-
er and small-business classes. More night classes offered would help working indi-
viduals have more time for school, and work-force development with classes in cus-
tomer service and data processing would meet the needs of businesses in the area.

ROGERS
NWACC received a two-thumbs up at its second Focus Group meeting,

Wednesday, Feb. 6, at Rogers City Hall.
Suggestions revolved largely around one word, more - more nursing options, more

language studies for those who do not speak English, more mentoring programs,
more internships, more technology.

Some suggestions drew praise from college representatives, such as the creation
of a university center at the campus to allow many colleges to offer courses there
and the solicitation of businesses to offer more tuition reimbursements.

Others, such as utilizing technology to reach students throughout Benton and
Washington counties, prompted short explanations about the college•s current efforts.

The group of about 25 was comprised largely of local business representatives,
municipal employees and elected officials, and staff members from chambers of
commerce.



NorthWest Arkansas Community College

The Back Page
Page 5 Insider on the web: http://www.nwacc.edu/presidentsoffice/PublicRelations.php

Classified ads are free to College employees. Email your ad copy to jhall@nwacc.edu

Employee Free Classified Ads

Letter

FOR SALE: Playstation 2
slim fit with two controllers. I
am asking $80. Call 501-
831-4351.
FOR RENT OR SALE:
1300+ sq.ft brick home in
Centerton, 3 bdrms, 2 baths,
2-car grge/1 opener, fully-
fenced yard, kitchen appli-
ances, laundry room, 8 years
old.  Gene Schneider:  273-
2495,  876-5139,  619-2258,
422-0489.
FOR SALE: Heavy duty dog
pen, 10X10X6H with walk-in
gate. Paid $300.00 asking
$175.00. Less than 6 months
old. Easy to assemble/disas-
semble. Contact Beth at 619-
4291. 

FREE CATS: Beautiful calico
(grey, orange and white)
female cat about a year old.
Spayed and vaccinated.
Very loveable and would love
to be a housecat.   Young
Siamese colored female.
Also spayed and vaccinated.
Very sweet.  If you prefer a
Tom, there is a nice yellow
one. I will pay to have him
neutered to go to  a good
home.  Stray cats (and dogs)
appear in our barn on a reg-
ular basis. Call or Email if
you have questions ( or have
lost a pet). Lynn Stanberry
lstanber@nwacc.edu  or
986-6936.
FOR SALE: 50-inch

Samsung HD Projection TV,
$475. 1080i/480p, about 4
years old. Call 619-4373.
VACATION: Whether it is
Branson or Paris, Maui or
Aspen; $425 for seven nights
lodging. Contact Linda Drew
at ext. 2255
FOR SALE: 1997 Isuzu
Rodeo, 4-door, 4-wheel
drive/manual transmission.
$2900 OBO.  Contact Genny
619-4307.
FOR SALE: 2001 White
Chevy Tahoe, 112K miles.
$9,000 OBO. Call Raul @
479-544-6377.

NWACC employees are given a choice to
have their birthdays announced in the
newsletter. For more information, contact Jim
Hall at jhall@nwacc.edu

Employee Birthdays

Suggestion Box

February 
4 Jim Hall
4 Sheila Smith
5 Gloria Chambers
6 Bobby Marion
7 Ernest Cannon
9 Linda Fast
9 Susan Verwey
9 Gerry Weatherford
13 Gloria Mallow
13 Audrey Burge
16 Steve Earney
16 Ricardo Alegria
16 Sarah Franklin
17 Leslie Hardaway
19 Michael Senkevech
20 Begi Quarti
20 Darcy Williams
21 Sharon Simmons
21 Pat Sheffield
21 Barbara McBride
22 Gulizar Baggson
24 Melissa Jordan
25 Lou Lo
26 Brenda Pittman
29 Stephen Blagg

NWACC Fax Numbers
Please furnish a list of NWACC fax

numbers.
Fax Department
619-4254 Health Professions
619-4335 V.P. Learner Services
619-2285 Communications/Arts
619-4114 Fiscal Affairs
619-2661 Admissions
986-6933 Adult Education
986-6928 Math, Physics, Engineering
619-4342 Human Resources
619-4332 Nursing
619-2229 Student Records
619-4254 Allied Health
619-4346 Advising Center
619-4334 Shipping\Receiving  
619-4117 Behavioral Sci & Teacher Ed
619-4117 Sciences

Appreciates NWACC News
As you will note by the e-mail below

the link to the press release regarding
the Retail Management Program on the
NWACC home page (nwacc.edu) is giv-
ing us great results! Thank you kindly for
your assistance in helping us to gener-
ate interest and public awareness about
this innovate academic degree. You are
the best! 

- Margie Vance, MBA, Director, Retail
Management Program

Hi,
There is a new ad posted on the

NWACC home page for Business
Management programs and it states that
most classes are available online.  Can
you send me more information?
Thanks, Laura

At the Scholarship Luncheon
Members of the Board of Trustees attending the NWACC Foundation
Scholarship Luncheon on Tuesday, Feb. 5, were (L-R), Alex Vasquez, Joe
Spivey, Board Chair Coleman Peterson and Board Vice Chair Les •SkipŽ
Carnine.


