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What  is 

sustainability? 

To many, sustainability can be 

hard to define. According to 

Webster  dictionary; 

sustainability development is 

development that  that meets 

the needs of the present 

without comprising the ability 

of future generations to meet 

their own needs. 

Another dictionary defines it;  

a pattern of resource use that 

aims to meet human needs 

while preserving the 

environment so that these 

needs can be met in the 

present as well as the future. 

 



Introduction 
· Sustainability means providing for the needs of the present without compromising 

the ability of the environment to provide for our future generations. Sustainability is 

vital for the survival of all living things. It is far more important than most people 

realize. Recycling is the cornerstone for sustainability. Sustainability is a broad way 

of expressing the morals and ethics of a way of life and a system of production that 

we can all adhere to. Included in this is water, forest, wind and recycling. Societies 

depend on water to drink, grow crops, run industries and transport goods across the 

country. Conservation resources provide opportunities for the recreation and habitat 

for our environment. It is a finite resource that is recycled through the hydrologic 

cycle.  

It is probably an impossibility to eliminate the impact on the environment of all the 

activities of 6.6 billion people. It is only necessary that we be aware of what impact 

we have and for planning and taking action to reduce the most damaging effects.  

Sustainability necessitates a balance and harmony between our needs and wants and 

the preservation of a healthy environment and ecosystem. We must find ways to live 

that is less demanding and damaging to our planet because for the moment it is the 

only one we have. 



History of Sustainability 
·Sustainability is not a new 

term or new thinking! 

·There are many popular 
men and women of history 
who have helped 
spearhead  environmental 
sustainability. 

·Theodore Roosevelt, 
president of the United 
States from 1901-1909 
could lay claim to best 
capturing  the essence of 
sustainability. 
 



Men and Women of 

Sustainability 

Gifford Pinchot ( 1865-

1946) was a forester and 

one of Americaôs leading 

advocates of environmental 

conservation at the turn of 

the twentieth century. 

Pinchot served as the  Chief 

Forester of Teddy 

Rooseveltôs U.S. Forest 

Service and president of 

the National Coast Anti 

Pollution League. 

 



Men and Women of 

Sustainability Contôd 

Alice Hamilton ( 1869-1970) 

was a physician, reformer, 

and founder of occupational 

medicine in the U.S. 

Hamilton took a leading role 

in two major environmental 

controversies of the 1920s 

involving gasoline and 

radium dial painters. 

A respected scientist, she 

worked with journalists to 

help them understand the 

nature of new industrial 

hazards. 

 



Men and Women of 

Sustainability Contôd 
Rachel Carson  (1907-
1964) 

author of Silent Spring, 
was a writer, scientist, 
and ecologist whose 
book Silent Spring called 
for an end to 
indiscriminate pesticide 
use and a change in the 
way we view nature.  

Carson combined the 
insights of an observant 
scientist with a 
descriptive and gentle 
literary style.  

 



The Green Crusaders 
Theodore Roosevelt, Gifford 

Pinchot, Alice Hamilton, and 

Rachel Carson are just a few 

of ñgreen crusadersò who 

tried to stop pollution, 

promote public health, and 

preserve wilderness area well 

over a hundred years ago.  

These men and women were 

the stepping stones to 

environmental sustainability 

leading up to the steps that 

we take today to conserve 

and preserve our natural 

resources. 

 



Wood and Forestry 
·When it comes to sustainability of wood and forestry, the definition 

is clear; ñ the capacity of forests, ranging from stands to eco regions, 

to maintain their health, productivity, diversity and overall integrity, 

in the long run, in the context of human activity and useò. 

·What does that mean? It means trees should not be cut down faster 

than what is necessary to keep the earth safe and habitable for 

humans. 

·What is Sustainable Wood? 

·Wood is a more eco-friendly choice than any manufactured materials 

such as plastic. Bamboo, mango, cane, and maple are examples of 

sustainable wood. These woods are fast growing and can be replaced 

easily! 

 

 



History 
·There are two common legal concepts, or doctrines, states have 

used to base water rights. Typically, states require a permit as 

the exclusive means of making a valid appropriation. In the 

Western states, the doctrine of prior appropriation is dominated. 

Under this system, the first person to use a quantity of water 

from a water source for a beneficial use has the right to 

continue to use that quantity of water for that purpose, also 

known as ñfirst in time, first in right.ò Water appropriation laws 

and administration vary significantly from state to state but 

there are statutory procedures to provide an orderly method for 

appropriating water and regulating established water rights.  



 Water Law, Policy & Governance 

·The Water Law, Policy and Governance theme explores emerging 

trends and reform opportunities in water law and policy, and new 

forms of institutions and systems of governing that prioritize 

watershed sustainability. For us the watershed is the logical starting 

point for sustainable water management. To maintain reliable future 

water supplies and healthy aquatic ecosystems, all actions must be 

considered for their cumulative impact on the ecosystem. This moves 

water conservation from being a mere ñadd-onò solution to becoming 

a foundational tool for watershed managers, water planners and all 

water users up and down the watershed. This approach to watershed 

management shifts the focus from managing water resources toward 

managing how people live as watershed citizens. 

 



Water Law, Policy & Governance Contôd 

· Our report, At a Watershed: Ecological Governance and Sustainable Water Management in Canada, addresses 

specific issues of governance and goes beyond the urban environment. The report seeks to create an "enabling 

environment" within which the action plans and recommendations presented in previous reports from our Water 

Conservation and Soft Path theme can be fully implemented. At a Watershed is complemented by Changing the 

Flow: A Blueprint for Federal Action on Water and Going With the Flow: Evolving Water Allocations and the 

Potential and Limits of Water Markets in Canada.  

· COMPARISON: Proposed Water Sustainability Act (2010) AGAINST ENGO Statement of Expectations (2009) 

AND Living Water Smart (2008)  

· March 2011-This assessment compares the Government's proposed Water Sustainability Act (2010) to the NGO 

Statement of Expectations (2009) and the original Living Water Smart promises (2008). It was prepared by Randy 

Christensen, a lawyer with Eco justice Canada, and Linda Nowlan, Director of Pacific Conservation, World Wildlife 

Fund Canada. This assessment was issued by Eco justice Canada, POLIS Water Sustainability Project, Watershed 

Watch Salmon Society, and WWF-Canada. 

 

· POLIS Water Act Modernization Submission 2  

· March 2011-This position paper is the formal response of University of Victoriaôs POLIS Project on Ecological 

Governance to the government's Policy Proposal on British Columbia's New Water Sustainability Act (December 

2010). POLIS acknowledges that the policy proposal offers a number of promising new directions. However, the 

analysis also suggests that a number of critical aspects have been overlooked. These include: protection of 

environmental flows, an allocation system that embeds the public trust, shared watershed governance, and 

accountability and oversight. 

 



 
 

Water Law, Policy & Governance Contôd 

· FLOW Monitor  

· March 2010-The WSP team contributes regularly to the FLOW Monitor -- a regular bulletin by the Forum for 
Leadership on Water (FLOW). Each edition includes a review on progress on key national water priorities, 
celebrates success, and reviews leading efforts to move towards a Federal freshwater strategy. 

 

· NGO Statement sent to BC Ministry of Environment  

· December 2009-This document answers the call of the Premier of British Columbia for citizens to become 
part of the solution for securing our water future. It outlines key minimum steps critical to protecting this 
precious resource.  This statement of expectations was developed through study and consultation, and the 
signatory groups urge the BC government to take swift and decisive action on the issues described within. 

 

· H2Ontario: A Blueprint for a Comprehensive Water Conservation Strategy  

· June 2009-This Blueprint for a Comprehensive Water Conservation and Efficiency Strategy was prepared in 
anticipation of the development of Ontario's Provincial Water Conservation and Efficiency Strategy. This 
policy paper synthesizes research on progressive water conservation policies into a comprehensive plan of 
action. Implementation of the recommended actions would position Ontario as a leader on conservation. The 
Blueprint has been endorsed by a number of NGOs and will be utilized to provide input to the province's 
consultation process. 

 



Water Law, Policy & Governance Contôd 

· Setting a New Course in British Columbia-Water Governance Reform Options and Opportunities  
· May 2009-This detailed policy paper explores the options and opportunities for water governance 

reform in British Columbia. The paper was developed to assist the Ministry of Environment with its 
commitment to address water management and modernize the 100 year old Water Act that is no 
longer able to deal with existing and emerging water issues in the province.  Recognizing that 
governance alone cannot correct inadequate water management, but poor governance will almost 
certainly prevent effective management, the report outlines three possible paths forward and 
emphasize the need to build institutional and ecosystem resilience. 
 

· Freshwater Declaration  
· November 2008-In November 2008, Water Project Leader Oliver M Brandes, as part of a group of 

leading Canadian scientists, water law and policy experts and environmental activists, helped develop 
and release a landmark Freshwater Declaration that calls on all levels of government to take urgent 
action to develop an integrated freshwater strategy for Canada. 
 

· Water Policy in BC: Directions and Possibilities for the Real Estate Association  
· March 2007-A briefing note outlining priorities and opportunities for sustainable water management 

in British Columbia prepared for the BC Real Estate Association by Oliver Brandes and Jon O'Riordan. 
 



Recycling 
· The role of recycling to preserving our environment and therefore to live in a sustainable way is far more 

important than most people realize. Recycling is the cornerstone for sustainability. The rate that we are 

consuming natural resources and the planetôs natural capital cannot be sustained without using them up 

eventually.  

 

Recycling is the most important part of the answer to the question of living sustainably. Instead of throwing 

away valuable materials where it also makes an enormous impact on the environment and the varied 

ecosystems that interconnected recycling can recover these valuable materials that are sourced from the 

irreplaceable natural capital of the planet. 

Sustainability is a broad way of expressing the morals and ethics of a way of life and a system of production 

that we can all adhere to.  

Sustainability means providing for the needs of the present without compromising the ability of the 

environment to provide for our future generations. It is our moral responsibility to leave to our future 

generations an environment that is as varied and bountiful as it is today. 

 

The way that we are consuming our planetôs resources today is a cause of increasing widespread extinction 

of varied species. This cannot continue.  

 

The price of this can only be a planet that cannot sustain human life. This means that the way we use our 

resources today can eventually cause our extinction. We are facing a bleak future and there must be an 

intensive concerted action by all or at least a large part of humanity to avert this disaster from happening. We 

must all act individually as well. 

 



Recycling 
It is probably an impossibility to eliminate the impact on the environment of all the activities of 6.6 

billion people. It is only necessary that we be aware of what impact we have and for planning and taking 

action to reduce the most damaging effects.  

Sustainability necessitates a balance and harmony between our needs and wants and the preservation of a 

healthy environment and ecosystem. We must find ways to live that is less demanding and damaging to 

our planet because for the moment it is the only one we have. 

Recycling For Kids  

What is recycling 

Recycling means taking materials from old discarded 

materials and making other new products from them?  

I f you drink juice or soda from a can make sure you 

recycle the can, because doing that will save energy and 

other natural resources. The can will stay in the recycling 

loop and out of the landfill saving space in the landfill and 

other resources that are used to produce new cans from 

entirely new materials. 

 

 



Recycling 


